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Devil’s Sets the Scene for 2013

David Agnew/Graeme Mactavish on the Devil’s Own Classic Rally , the first
counter in the Gates Tyres Northern Historic Rally awards

Motorsport Forum
May 14th
In order to make this event viable we need another 40 tickets to be sold by April 14th.
Please send £10 per person (cheque payable to Wigton MC) to Paul Gilligan, The
Lodge, Netherton, Talkin, Brampton.

The year of the volunteer!
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Diary
Club events over the next month or so

Drive It Day
Sunday, April 21st
Meet at the Keswick Pencil Museum Car Park
From 11.00 until 14.00
Three routes from west Cumbria, Penrith and Carlisle
setting off at 10.00
These must be pre booked.
May Pub Run
Wednesday May 1st
Starts at Street Road Ends layby on the A595
Entries to Graeme Forrester (gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk)
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Talking Point
Topical comment from the world of motoring
We have had some very successful social events in the last couple of months. We had a full house for
the Awards Dinner and them two well attended Club Nights at Lamplugh and Blindcrake Village
Halls. Then we had a very pleasant Sunday morning run to High Cup Winery, again with a good attendance. Using the villages halls instead of pubs seems to work. As we have noted before finding a
pub with a private room for club nights is increasingly difficult.
From next month we have the popular evening pub runs on the first Wednesday of each month. If anyone would like to organise one we would be pleased to hear from them.
What would you like the Club to do that it does not do now? Let’s have your ideas and we can put out
an email to see which ones get any interest.
For bigger events and trips away we do need a level of commitment. In the past we have proposed
things and had little take up but a couple of weeks before the event we get calls “Are there any places
left?”. Of course the trip has long since been knocked on the head.
On the other hand the MGCC are running the European Event of the Year in Aviemore next August
and when they opened bookings in October they had all 365 places filled inside 24 hours. It’s called
planning ahead!
As I am writing this the weather is playing havoc with transport and a few events are being knocked
on the head. I wonder if it is time for the government to consider having a fixed date for the Easter
Bank Holidays? I know it might induce fury from religious zealots but for the overall good of the
country and the economy it would be much better. It would also help schools who have standard units
of work to be fitted in to differing numbers of week each year. At the moment it can vary over around
5 weekends from mid March to mid April. Some events are traditionally held at Easter and others on
particular weekends and these create clashes. An early Easter means the tourist industry tends to have
a quiet few weeks after Easter but a late Easter can mean that the Easter and May Day Bank Holidays
are within two weeks.
In motorsport the racing and speed event series traditionally start at Easter so a late Easter compresses
the events in April and May into fewer weekends and hence fewer entries. Perhaps abolishing the May
day holiday and having a Trafalgar Day (to celebrate whipping the
French & Spanish!) in October would be a good idea?

GTF

Editor: Graeme Forrester, Clints Cottage, Blindcrake, Cockermouth,
Cumbria, CA13 0QP. 01900 825642
Email: gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk
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Classic Column
News from the Classic Scene
•

With the F1 season starting last week in Australia it is worth remembering that Allan Tomlinson
won the 1939 Australian Grand Prix in an MG TA. The race took place at the Lobethal Circuit in
South Australia and Tomlinson won the event in a time of 1hr 50 minutes 57 seconds. The first
Australian GP was in 1928 but it only became a WDC event in 1985.

Drive It Day
Sunday April 21st
Drive It Day is the Sunday nearest to St. George’s Day when the federation of British Historic
Vehicle Clubs encourages all old car owners to exert their right to drive these cars and make a statement about our heritage and the thriving industry that the classic movement supports.
We are once again organising the Cumbria meet at the Keswick Pencil Museum courtesy of Keith
Graham from 11 am until 2 pm. The Pencil Museum café will have refreshments and there are plenty
of other establishments within a 5 minute walk.
You can simply arrive there at any time between 11 and 2 or you can join in one of the three
runs we have:

Carlisle: Starting from the car park in Dalston at 10.00. contact Stuart Turnbull to book a place
on 01228 611276.

Penrith: Starting from the Stoneybeck Inn at 10.00. Contact John Graham on 01228 534483 to
book a place.

West Cumbria: Starting from Lamplugh Village Hall at 10.00. Contact Kendall Bruce on
01946861531 or 07774733409 to book a place.

4

www.lakedistricthotels.net

PG Tips
It’s almost spring, it’s snowing outside, there has been localised flooding and it’s been -3 overnight in the last 2 weeks – exactly what we’ve come to expect of our amazing weather of late. I
have been to busy or ill to have worried about it too much having had 2 cars to sort out, and a vomiting bug which I can highly recommend not getting – although I may have lost some weight as a
result of it (clouds and silver linings I guess).
Snotty is now back on the road with a fresh MOT and seemingly in rude health. The engine has
good oil pressure and pulls very well (for a 1960s pushrod) and it seems I am almost set for my
annual trek to the Isle of Man for the Classic in April. I am tempted to enter Kames a couple of
weeks beforehand as a warm up but I have too much money and time invested in the Isle of Man
event to risk it and the engine is too new to do the test day at Rowrah next week – so I am just going to have to content myself with putting some road miles on the clock in preparation.
The Alfa 145 has been behaving itself so far and the suspension no longer clunks after a new pair
of drop links and arms which were surprisingly cheap and probably made in China...knowing how
I usually operate I won’t have the car more than a year so they should outlast my ownership even if
they were made by teenagers in a Bejing sweatshop. I also now have in car entertainment in the
form of a CD changer although you can’t imagine how difficult it was to actually get one! The
original unit in the car was broken, but of a fairly common Sony type and a search of Ebay revealed quite a few starting at 99p and with little or no interest in them. I bid and won one for a
whopping £1.20 with a P&P cost of £4.50 and then didn’t hear anything for 2 weeks. On contacting the seller she eventually gave me a hilarious and far fetched tale of having a baby, complications that kept her in hospital and on her return home finding that someone had stolen the
(obviously highly valuable) CD changer. When I questioned her tale – based on the fact she had
successfully sold and sent a pair of shoes the day after I won the CD changer she refused to reply.
Clearly it wasn’t worth her while sending the changer, and I suspect she would even have lost
money…I would have preferred it if she had just come out and told me that. Armed with my refunded money I then bid on another changer and won it for 99p with a rather high £10 postage
cost. After 2 weeks and several messages the seller told me he too had been in hospital and would I
just like a refund. I politely declined and in a fairly assertive email advised him that I was sick of
being mucked about and I just wanted a bloody CD changer! He sent it and 6 weeks to the day after trying to buy one I received a working changer for the boot of my 145…and they say the internet is fast!
The upside of all this is that the CD changer in the car and the EBay one came with a full compliment of CDs – the downside is that they included such gems as Lone Star, Westlife and Steve
Brookstein!
The recent series of Top Gear was in my opinion a very patchy affair with some really quite bad
episodes, following on from recent motoring disasters such as Classic Car Restoration I was beginning to wonder if there would be any decent motoring programs on when Graeme tipped me off
about the new series on BBC 4 about motorsport at the BBC. After watching the first program on
the 1950s it looks like it should be quite a good series, if a little superficial (a decades worth of
coverage in a half hour program per week). I am particularly looking forward to the 80s and 90s
with Grp B rallying, the BTCC and some C2 Le Mans action (hopefully). It’s on BBC 4 on a Monday night at 8pm.
Finally I have an invite for anyone who fancies a bit of an alternative car night out. One of the
people connected to Cruise West Cumbria (who attend the show in August as well as running
some informal meets in towns around Cumbria) has invited anyone with an interesting performance or classic car to a meet on the lower viaduct carpark at Carlisle on Saturday 6th April at
7.30pm. It is not going to be an open to all cruise type affair – he is trying to attract a better class
of vehicle – avoiding hoards of modern finance specials and has only invited marque clubs and
people with interesting performance cars, so if you’re feeling brave and fancy seeing what turns up
then you would be welcomed with open arms. I believe at a recent meeting in the south of the
county there was an array of interesting cars from 5the 70s up to the modern era.
Peter

Pot Holes Woe
After another severe winter, road users are increasingly at risk from a growing number of potholes.
Here we explain how you can make local authorities pay up
In March 2012, an Asphalt Industry Alliance survey estimated there were 1.5m potholes in England
and Wales, with public complaints up 10% from the previous year and a looming £10bn repair bill.
There are also distinct regional variations. Warranty Direct recently revealed that motorists in Scotland and the north of England are up to three times as likely to damage their cars on poorly maintained roads as drivers in the southern counties.
potholes.co.uk site is full of useful advice on how to claim successfully. When putting in a claim for
pothole damage to your vehicle or bicycle, it is important to gather supporting evidence. Take details of any witnesses and check if the incident might be recorded on CCTV. When taking photographs of a pothole, either use a ruler or include a sense of scale by inserting your hand or foot into
the picture. You then need to contact the authority responsible for the road – in the case of motorways or major "A" roads it will be the Highways Agency and for other roads it is the local council.
However, it's not just a case of proving that your car or bicycle was damaged by a particular pothole.
An alternative to approaching your council can be to claim via your car insurance. "Pothole damage
will be covered if you have comprehensive car insurance," says Linsey White, spokesperson for the
Association of British Insurers (ABI). "However, claiming may affect your no-claims discount so
do check this with your individual insurer."
The damage from potholes to a bicycle can really add up, says Chris Peck, policy co-ordinator of
CTC, the national cycling charity. "A good road bike can cost £750 and be written off by hitting a
pothole. And of course there's a much greater risk of personal injury to cyclists who are involved in
pothole-related accidents. I suffered facial injuries and whiplash after such an accident and successfully claimed £4,000 from Transport for London."
CTC has a website, FillThatHole.org.uk, which allows users to report potholes. This information is
then passed to local councils and a league table is kept of how quickly repairs are made. When it
comes to making a claim for damage to your bike, the process is similar to that for motor vehicles
in terms of gathering evidence and showing that the council was negligent in not repairing the road
sooner.
It is always worth reporting potholes as it does speed up the repair process. But many feel that
longer-term planning is necessary.
"The current 'patch and mend' system is inefficient," says David Weeks. "What is needed is for the
government to invest money in preventitive maintenance, which would create safer roads and be far
more cost-effective in the long term."

Mallory Park May Close
The Mallory Park Circuit is under threat from NIMBYs! Having survived for over 50 years there is
a very real threat that it may be forced to close due to the actions of people who have moved into
the area around the track and who don’t like the noise from events.
Please support the track by signing the epetition:
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/46739
We have few enough circuits so please support this.
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Brockbanks Solicitors Cross Border
Speed Championship
1
April
2
May
3
June
4
June
5
August
6/7
Aug
8
Sept
9
Oct
Reserve event: Sept 22nd

21st
27th
15th
29th
4th
31/1st
21st
6th

Kames
Teesside
Barbon
Forrestburn
Three Sisters
Anglesey
Harewood
Kames
Harewood

Regs available

Regs available

Pre Season Test Day: Sadly this was cancelled due to the bad weather.
Novice Speed Scholarship: We are pleased to welcome three novices to the series:

Adverts
Brian James Clubman transporter trailer. Suitable for kit car or small sports/saloon Will sell for
£1200. Contact John Hammond 01900 828136 or 07740096690
Black Sea Vista Holiday Villa: Some availability in July & August and early September.
www.blackseavista.com or ring Graeme on 01900 825642

Garden Safaris
These events were popular last year with the classic car displays adding to the lovely gardens.
Kirk Rylands is opening his gardens at Crookdake as part of the NGS on Sunday, June 9th from 1 pm
until 5 pm. Entrance £3.50 with teas available.
The Blindcrake Garden Safari takes place on Sunday, June 30th from 1 pm to 5 pm with teas available
and dedicated classic car parking.
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Ron & Charles on the Tour of Cheshire, Photo by Tony North

Organising your affairs
A Lasting Power of Attorney (L.P.A) lets you appoint someone to make decisions on your
behalf.
It’s normally used when someone is unable to make their own decisions.
There are 2 types:
Health and welfare
Property and financial affairs

Brockbanks
______________________________________________________________

Solicitors
______________________________________________________________

Whitehaven
01946 692194

Cockermouth
01900 827222

Maryport
01900 813488
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Workington
01900 603563
Keswick
017687 72125

Elderly Utterances
The Voice of Experience!
Ron Palmer has his say
The Tour of Cheshire started the competitive year for Charles and me. Organised by Knutsford and District MC this HRCR championship opener is always very well organised and attracts a full entry year
after year with a waiting list two months before the event. We used the Tiger and were given a seed of 9
from a field of 75 which at half way was justified by us lying 9th at that point. North Cheshire within a
20 mile radius of Tarporley is a very nice part of the world with many nice properties and neighbours
including the football fraternity and the Duke of Devonshire. Equestrian use of the back lanes is widespread and the route passes the Oulton Park circuit during the course of the day. One of the much used
test venues was flooded to a depth of about 5/6 inches and a motorboat would have been more suitable
for a good time. It was clearly more difficult for some than others and was scrubbed from the results.
Our early form was eroded somewhat in the second half with a minor mental aberration on the part of
the navigator which on its own would not have been a big problem but we also had a time consuming
puncture. Because each competitor can play a joker card which eliminates your greatest regularity lateness penalty to account for delays by tractors, horses and cyclists we could have handled one large penalty but not two. At that level of competition our section penalty of 200 seconds was enough to plunge us
from 9th to 29th, there is little room for error and no time to recover lost places on a one day event. However it was a good days sport and the top teams in this discipline triumphed again with Matthew Warren
and Cath Woodman in the Mexico just pipping father Howard Warren / Ian Tullie in the Porsche 911.
Northerners Jon Wood and Ali Procter finished 4th in the Cooper continuing their recent good form.
Next round will be the York Motor Club’s Centenary ‘North Yorkshire Classic’ on 24th March which at
the time of writing has attracted around 50 entrants for this second round of the HRCR championship
plus half a dozen on the parallel run. We shall see if we fare better this time from a start number of 8 and
if so will report next month. If not we shall keep quiet. Our only regret is that we shall miss the Speed
Test day at Rowrah. To have this on our doorstep is a great opportunity for club members and we hope
that this arrangement can be developed for future events.
Charles and Kit managed to lay on the usual freezing weather conditions for their Winter Run on 10th
March despite moving it one month closer to what should have been spring. There was a good entry of
around 15 crews who turned up in a leisurely fashion for the start near the Sportsman on the A66 and
there was no difficulty in following the intended route but spotting the location of the photo. clues provided by the organisers was a different matter. Those with an eye on the wine sampling and lunch took a
relaxed approach and carried on. Not so the winners Neil and Eileen Horsefall, who were particularly
eagle eyed on the day and were clear and worthy winners. The finish venue was High Cup Winery at
Dufton managed by our hosts Ron and Angela Barker who operate the only commercial winery in Cumbria. Although the area has been particularly tough to grow grape vines successfully their fruit wines are
many and varied and enjoyable as our tasting experience proved. The old farm buildings have been tastefully restored with help from DEFRA to make the diversification a workable project. It is surprising
what little unknown gems exist in our area. After our tasting experience we enjoyed a lunch of delicious
homemade sandwiches and cakes. A swift sprint home after lunch got us home in time to watch an England win in the Six Nations Rugby series.
For those who have only recently emerged from hibernation you may be unaware that Paul Gilligan has
organised a Motorsport Forum on 14th May an event not to be missed.
Full details are elsewhere but remember there will be no tickets sold on
the night and it is expected that the 250 capacity venue will be sold out.
Order your tickets now, it is all in aid of charity, and you will not be
disappointed.
We are looking forward to the sixth running of the Gallop in late April.
There are 30 entries at the time of writing – double the number of the
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first event. Should you wish for an entry do get in touch
and we will do
our best to find a space. Ron.

F1 Trivia
Did you know that an F1 car generates so much downforce that it would be possible to drive it upside down – provided we could build a track in the sky. At speeds of around 150 mph, the downforce would cancel out the effects of gravity - but this wouldn’t last long as the petrol would drop
to what was the top of the tank and the engine would stop.
Here are some more facts that you might not know about the cars and drivers which will be battling it out this season.
1. Your own car might be more technologically advanced: There is every chance that a typical
mass-market car is more advanced - at least in some ways - than the Red Bull model Sebastian
Vettel will be using to defend his title this year. Traction control, stability control, anti-lock brakes
and adjustable suspension are all common on road cars but have been banned from Formula 1 for
years.
2. There's a plank of wood on the underside of every F1 car: Underneath the car it gets as
low-tech as you could imagine. In the nanometre-accurate world of F1, few would expect a plank
of wood to be bolted to the bottom of the car. But this is the best way of ensuring that teams don't
run their cars too low to the ground, which increases speed but also increases the risk of an accident. If the plank wears away too much, the car is disqualified.
3. There are no turbochargers in F1: All F1 cars are powered by a 2.4 litre V8 engine. There are
no turbochargers or superchargers, yet they still produce around 750 bhp. They do this by revving
up to 18,000 rpm, more than twice what a road car might achieve. That generates some incredible
forces: some solid titanium engine parts actually stretch when the vehicle is running at full power.
4. G-forces in F1 are greater than those on the Space Shuttle: NASA's space shuttle experiences forces of up to 3g at launch, meaning a 65 kg astronaut would feel as if they weighed 195
kg. Formula 1 cars can manage nearly twice that, pulling 5.5g on some corners. Even the strongest
drivers have to rest their head against the side of the car during long corners as the weight of their
head and helmet becomes too much to hold up.
5. F1 is eco-friendly - sort of: Every race since 2011 has been won by a hybrid thanks to the
KERS system fitted to the cars. This Kinetic Energy Recovery System works much like a Toyota
Prius, collecting energy wasted while braking and storing it in a battery. While the Prius' computers decide when it's best to use that stored power, the Formula 1 driver makes that choice himself. When he presses the KERS button, the car gets an extra 80 bhp boost for 6.67 seconds.
6. F1 cars have to be connected to a life-support system: There are such small tolerances between components in the engine that they must travel between races connected to a compressed air
supply. This ensures that all the parts stay in the right place. Once ready for action, it can take over
an hour to start the engine. When the engine is built, components are heated to ensure the perfect
fit. This means pre-heated liquids must be circulated around the engine to return it to this temperature before the car can be started.
7. The design team have to design, build and test a new car every year, and the engineers have to
keep track of more than 80,000 parts in the car.
8. The drivers have to live by training regimes that rival Olympic athletes, all to win races,
score points and entertain the masses.

Photos
We are always looking for photos for Start Line, we are fortunate that Tony North
supplies us with his excellent shots of historic events but we would love to have
shots of any event, social or competitive. So get snapping!
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GO MOTORSPORT
Go Motorsport puts on a show at Autosport International
Almost 600 people got their first taste of live club motor sport last month (12-13 January) when
Go Motorsport offered free passenger rides in a specially arranged AutoSOLO during Autosport
International at the NEC in Birmingham.
A total of 591 show-goers climbed aboard various standard road cars to experience first-hand the
thrill of accessible and cost-effective grassroots motor sport such as AutoSOLO, which involves
tackling a short, cone-marked course as quickly as possible. The event was organised by Go Motorsport in conjunction with a number of local motor clubs, co-ordinated by MSA Club Development Officer Richard Egger.
Inside the exhibition hall, the Go Motorsport stand focused on the vital volunteer roles that allow
people to get more closely involved in the sport, such as marshalling, rescue and recovery, and
scrutineering:
Students from the University of the West of Scotland built a rally car that was scrutineered on
Sunday and will now contest the 2013 Junior Ecosse Challenge (see page 9).
Visitors were invited to scrutineer a kart and a single-seater hill climb car to identify five faults
each for a chance to win British Grand Prix and Wales Rally GB tickets. In total 241 people took
on the challenge.
A Rescue Unit was put on display, with the crew performing a driver extraction to show how spinal inju-ries are dealt with in the event of an incident.
“One of the common public misconceptions about motor sport is that it begins and ends with racing and rallying and you therefore need lots of money and an expensive car with modifications to
take part,” said MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton. “However, the vast majority of the thousands
of motor sport events across Britain each year are grass roots club meetings that can be cheap,
easy and most importantly fun to get involved in.
“Go Motorsport’s presence at Autosport International was designed to highlight this message in a
fun and interactive way and to encourage people to join their local motor club. Both the AutoSOLO and Go Motorsport stand captured visitors’ imaginations, with hundreds finding out just
how easy and rewarding it can be to get more closely involved in motor sport, whether behind the
wheel or as a volunteer.”

Team Wigton Stickers
These stickers are available to those
who compete on non Wigton MC
events. There are two sizes: A5 and
smaller business card sized ones for
those who want more discreet ones for
historic cars.
Email Graeme with you address and we
will send you some.
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Winter Run
Sunday 10th March saw 14 cars( a nice mix of classic and modern ) take part in our Winter Run
to High Cup Winery near Dufton, north of Appleby. High Cup is the only commercial winery in
Cumbria and after a picturesque 40 mile run through Lowther, Pooley Bridge, Morland, Appleby
and Hilton ,mostly under blue skies ,we arrived at Town Head Farm ,Keisley home of High Cup
Winery overlooked by the High Cup fells. Here we enjoyed a tasting of 8 fruit wines produced
from locally sourced fruits and berries.
These included Elderflower and Apple, Raspberry, Rhubarb, Elderberry, Blackcurrant , plus a
very unusual Beetroot wine which was served warm , and a Damson desert wine, all with an alcohol content of around 12%.All were poured and described to us by Ron and Angela who own the
Winery. This was followed by an excellent sandwich , cake and cheese buffet prepared by Angela.
On the run out to High Cup crews had 9 photos to place in order that they were viewed along the
route…clear winners were Eileen and Neil Horsfall.
On the afternoon run home a few stopped to look around the gardens and mill at Acorn Bank and
our dog, Chillie, certainly enjoyed racing around amongst the snowdrops and swimming in the
mill stream.
An excellent way to spend a Sunday. See you on the next event.
Charles and Kit
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Donington Historic Festival
What’s the Festival car club package?
A two-for-one advance ticket deal for members of clubs that are registered with us. This two-forone deal applies to one-day tickets as well as to weekend tickets. Advance tickets for the 2013
Donington Historic Festival cost £12 each for Friday, £20 each for Saturday or Sunday and £36
for a three-day weekend ticket. But members of car clubs registered with us get two advance tickets for the price of one! This is a very significant saving on the on-the-gate price of £15 per ticket
for Friday, £25 for Saturday or Sunday day or £45 for the 3-day weekend. Booking fees do apply
but your members then only pay one (modest) postage fee per booking, irrespective of how many
tickets they buy.
Exclusive, free car club parking in the infield. For each pair of tickets bought through the car
club offer, a car pass giving access to the exclusive car club infield display parking area will be
issued (please note, only cars which are club-appropriate are allowed into the area).
No charge for display space. We do not charge a fee for clubs to register for the Festival club
offer or for space in the infield. The infield car club display area is a great attraction for Festival
visitors, and we encourage clubs to set up marquees, display stands etc., to really make it a spectacle – in 2012, for example, the Porsche Club GB put on a great show. But don’t worry if you’re
from a small club, and don’t come complete with marquees etc., as you’ll still be made very welcome! Each club is given its own dedicated, sign-posted parking area, and we work with you to
give you the space you need.
Invitation to take part in the track parades. On the Saturday and Sunday of the Festival, a limited number of cars from car clubs that have registered with us will be invited to go out on the
track and take a turn round the circuit. At the 2012 Festival this was the highlight of the weekend
for those that took part, and we look forward to seeing huge smiles on the faces of club members
again in 2013. Each registered club must allocate a representative who will be at the Festival and
who will be responsible for deciding which of their members goes out on track.
If anyone is interested in taking this up please email me on gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk

Another Information Sign Goes Up
Another of the information sings about Cockermouth has gone up near the Kirkgate Centre car
Park. These have been funded by the Cockermouth Revival Rally that we ran following the
floods.
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Gates Tyres Northern Historic Rally Awards
2
3
4
5
6

May
July
September
September
October

4/5th
7th
1st
22nd
20th

Berwick Classic
Lake District Classic
Durham Dales Classic
Doonhamer Classic
Solway Historic

BDMC
WMC
DAC
SoSCC
WMC

regs available

Last weekend saw the second NESCRO rally of the year when Kirkby Lonsdale ran their Devil’s
Own Historic Rally at a rather earlier time of the year than the traditional August date. Mike
Kirk’s team got a very good entry which bodes well for the new season. A dozen tests and two
regularity sections made up the competitive part of the enjoyable event which took in a wide variety
of test venues.
The event was won by Tot & Maureen Dixon in a Mini some 15 seconds up on Dave Marsden/Mike
Garstang in their Cortina GT with Paul & Jayne Wignall in their Porsche third. Of the locals, David
Agnew/Graeme Mactavish were fifth in their Porsche 911 and Peter Birtles/Richard Goodacre were
tenth in a Volvo. Marsden/Garstang were the best Expert; best historic were the Wignalls, best classic Tony Thomlinson/Andrew Makinson, and best on the tests were Agnew/Mactavish
Notable retirements included Steve Entwhistle/Bob Hargreaves in a Mini ands Ian Curwen/Gareth
Williams in an Escort.
The next event of the Gates Tyres Northern Historic Rally Awards will be the Berwick Classic at
the start of May.

Photo by Tony North
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By the time you read this the F1 season will be in its first flush, Sebastien Ogier will be running
away with the WRC and I possibly will have been out to actually spectate on a rally for the first
time in….well a good couple of years! I am on a bit of hiatus from competing due to the usual
reasons, but I watched the RAC rally review on Motors just after Christmas and the following
programme was a preview of the coming season and the new RAC championship.
Now I like sound of this championship, and if my numbers come up I may well join in myself,
but it also made me think, Tour of Hamsterley, yeah go on then, let’s go out and see some
proper stage rallying in canny cars. Of course whether I pull a coalition manoeuvre and not own
up to the truth after the event is another matter, but apart from competing there have been very
few events I have been out on for my own entertainment since the WRC round went to Wales
and became a sprint. Some historic, but no mainstream events at all. I find that clubman rallying
in modern machinery is a bit on the dull side for a spectator, you can see people understandably
driving within their budget and for someone who grew up in the predominantly RWD hooligan
days a 205 or Imprezza being driven to finish is almost as boring as the roundy roundy stuff!
Does this make me one of those people who only like to see cars crash? Of course not, but I like
to see people doing things I don’t think I can do myself (easy now!) and that frustration (stop
making your own punch lines up, Julia Roberts is a fine actress) inevitably just makes me wish I
was behind the wheel instead of watching. Seeing the in car footage of Julian Reynolds haring
along with what can only be described as Vatanenesque disregard for directional stability made
me realise the folly of my “in head” competitiveness, but it also made me want to be on the inside of a corner they were going to go around (possibly!) It was exciting goddamnit!
The WRC isn’t, it all looks too controlled, too grippy and too comfortable, I know the reality
isn’t that, but it looks it, it doesn’t excite me, it would seem it no longer excites the general public either, but how would we know without any UK TV coverage! Maybe it’s brilliant, maybe its
Red Bullicious? ( they must be a bit peed off!) So maybe I will spend some time trawling
around my local dealerships trying to avoid the spotty fag/mint breathed oafs who say it “revs
more” or some other fallacy born from a career of not listening properly!
I do read with interest Paul Gilligan’s monthly betrayal of his industry chums, his candour will
I am sure be viewed as treason, but I find it wholesome reading and amusing in the same breath.
I can only think that Paul is a 20 stone monster with fists like anvils (and as such I hope he sees
my “betrayal” comment as an attempt at humour, not an actual accusation!) or he will indeed be
a marked man, or could it be that no-one is really that bothered!
It’s often said that as a country we get the (insert your own service or commercial/public organisation of choice) we deserve and its true, we don’t ask enough of them, we are far too polite, calm, rational to generally make a song and dance about something so trivial as decent
healthcare. We are often then compared to our colonial cousins who whelp and moan like a public schoolboy on his way to a political career! But when you look at what they have over there,
you can understand why, everything is such low rent and lacking in gravitas…or sub text as one
US comedian termed it recently.
Americans famously don’t do irony, or it seems
15 subtext, I have many friends over in the states
and while trying in vain not to feel superior, I always struggle to put my finger on what’s miss-

I think I thrive on the subtext, that’s maybe why I find the off season of F1 so entertaining and
Pauls column so illuminating and why I find Sky’s F1 coverage so offensive and my local dealerships salesman so offensive and Americans so….interesting. There’s something missing, it’s all a
bit dumbed down, substance free, its smoke and mirrors, its shiny chrome and white teeth, it’s a
lot of words that could be distilled down into a lot lot less.
Maybe that’s what the general public deserves, maybe it’s what they crave…but hang on that
would be a crime, which is odd as most of our TV and films are crime based, investigative tittle
tattle, consumer based reality guff, with convoluted plots that literally can mess with even a level
head…….so maybe its mis-direction? Is modern life all one mis-direction! to keep us interested,
is this the real purpose of the internet, to keep the likes of me and Paul and yourselves investigating what really is going on behind the façade we are presented, Americans seem to be quite easily
mis directed, so maybe they don’t count?
After all, all they seem bothered about is reliability, the subtext of the depth of the subject field is
somewhat lost on them, let them moan and then get what they want, as what they want has no sub
text, so it’s a simple equation…Bubba wants a pickup that works, Bubba gets pickup, Bubba
wants to know about the Second World War, Bubba gets some word and dates that please him,
there’s no sub-text, he doesn’t question his history, his pickup works!
So the WRC will work on one level, all the Red Bullistas high on sugar and caffeine will be satisfied as the lack of sub text in the WRC neatly meshes with their ADHD.
We on the other hand have a deep ingrained knowledge and passion for our hobby, we embrace its
nuances, the multifarious layers of sub text and revel in its ability to keep us glued to the spot, this
is a neglected area of exploitation, I for one have done just that, my sub text has been to baffle and
irritate you whilst I pinch bits off your car………I miss competing and I need to raise the cash
somehow….FFS!
Alan the fowl mouthed fox

Marshals’ News
Our marshals have been out twice recently on events. The Northern Trial at Sandale was eventful
with a couple of serious incidents and running into the dark. The Malcolm Wilson Rally saw a
packed field with a wide variety of cars.

We have our annual visit to MSport coming up and that is limited to 15 people. If you would
like to go please contact David Agnew ASAP: 01946 841455 DAVIDWAGNEW@aol.com

Marshals are needed for the Drive It Day at Keswick on April 21st . If you can help between
10.30 and 14.00 please contact Graeme Forrester on 01900 825642 or gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk
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Rally Torque
News from Road & Stage
The Malcolm Wilson Rally proved to be as successful as ever with Kevin Savage and his very experienced team delivering a top class event that was in over a dozen championships. The good weather also
helped and all the crews said they had had a super day’s motorsport. There were no real hitches and the
Cumbrian clubs rallied round to marshal all the seven stages fully. Sadly the usual popular start in Cockermouth did not happen to due an error by Allerdale B.C. but the organisers insist it will return in 2014.
Once again the Town Council were most supportive.
The battle for the lead of the event went all throughout the rally with Euan Thorburn and Paul Bird trading times with the Scot running out the winner by just 20 seconds. Third place man Connor McCloskey
was nearly a minute behind.
The best placed Cumbrians were Paul Benn/Richard Cooke in ninth place. Richard and Edwin Cook
were seventeenth in their Subaru and took top ANECCC Championship points. Stuart Egglestone/Brian
Hodgson were 28th in their Astra and took a class win, , with David Crozier/Graeme Rumney 43rd.. The
next round of the ANECCC Championship is on March 23rd with the Border Counties Rally in Kielder.

Proctors Coaches Riponian Stage Rally Sunday 17th February
The Sport survived the Roger Albert OK with no problems to sort out.
We had decided to move up to 1600cc C2 class for 2013 & with our “new” car a few months away decided to “borrow” the 1600 engine out of our Mexico.
On paper a straightforward job – the main change being to change the sump to enable us to retain the
cable clutch operation. I had had a big wing sump modified ready for fitting – we had a few minor problems but soon sorted.
I decided to use the Tony Law exhaust manifold which came with the engine for our new car which is a
copy of a works manifold & somewhat unusual. This meant moving some of the main wiring & took a
while to sort. Whilst doing this I noticed that one of the exhaust manifold studs had “dropped off” –
metal fatigue causing it to break off flush with the cylinder head face. I could not get the remains out so
removed the head, eventually deciding to fit another better & unleaded head that I had.
So eventually the engine was in & it fired up immediately. With the changes I had it reset up at Motoscope . With a 22% increase in power & 55% increase in torque over the 1300 both at lower revs it
made a big difference to the car .
Rear wheel bearings were changed again, I have now ordered some American RHP ones which hopefully will cure our recent problems arising from the use of the only ones I have been able to obtain that
must be poor quality.
It was therefore a bit last minute but we were ready & looking forward to the Rally.
Saturday scrutineering went OK apart from a wrecked tyre on the trailer.
We arrived early Sunday morning & parked up with Warren Philliskirk & his team who had offered
support if we needed it. Warren is a good friend who only lives a couple of miles away from us.
We competed on the snowy 2011 Riponian, this year the stages were mainly the same but run in the opposite direction.
The first stage Waterloo 3.18 miles was different, replacing Wass. It was a good stage but very icy in
places throughout the stage.
Roppa next at 4.99 miles – the first 2 miles were packed snow & ice & very slippy after which there
was just the odd patch of snow/ice & again it was a good stage .
Stage 3 was Riccal Dale 3.85 miles. Again there was snow/ice early on but once you dropped down to
the river it was OK – wet, muddy in places & quite rough until you climbed up from the river & round
the top hairpin after which it was a good track.
Because of the conditions I was not really enjoying18the stages but our times in C2 were OK & we managed class fastest on Riccal Dale.

Stage 4 Pry Rigg. Only 1.49 miles long – it may be fast but I felt there was not a lot to it & did not
think that it was a good stage. As with all the previous stages there was snow/ice soon after the
stage start on the downhill section but none thereafter. I would have prefered the old Wass stage to
this one.
So on to College Moor – the first stage with no snow/ice. We marshalled the problematic Junction
4 last year – about a 60 left over a crest with adverse camber. In the gap between the 2 runs over
the stage last year I walked the corner & approach several times & decided how to take it – you
needed a big cut over the crest.
Armed with this “knowledge” we approached the corner , Linda called from the Pattison notes“7
left over crest” & added “our corner” – I replied “Yes OK” & did my own thing based on walking
the corner a year ago – big big mistake – you all know the result. Stupid of me to think walking the
corner was enough – I should have followed the notes , yes cut over the crest & gone faster the second time if I felt we could have done but hindsight is a great thing.
So our Rally came to an abrupt end
& watching the video I did not take
the big cut I intended to do which
really bugged me & might have
saved the day.
The car is repairable & I have most
of the panels needed. Since building
it in 2005 it has done 14 endurance
rallies (including 4 Lombards) & 20
Stage Rallies ( including 3 Roger
Alberts). We retired on 1 endurance
rally due to alternator failure & 2
stage rallies – our first one when we
rolled on Porlock due to intercom/
communication problems & the last
one the Riponian due to a stupid driver error
Hopefully we will be back for Hamsterley or soon after with the Sport or our “new” car
Thanks to all who helped on the scene & contacted us after to enquire about our condition – I had a
stiff neck for a few days, Linda was the same but a bit worse & she had some bruising from the
belts. Discussing my error over a cup of tea when we got home I asked Linda if she wanted to call
it a day & pack up Stage rallying – her reply was “ why would we do that, you will not do that
again”. Maybe we should pack up marshalling !!!
Warren had a difficult morning running first on the road in the bad conditions when Tim Piercey
was “delayed” but made up some ground on the afternoon to finish 5th Historic.
He was navigated by his new partner Paul Wakely & using the Riponian as a Shakedown & Bonding event before the first round of the new RAC Historic Championship the Mid Wales on 3rd
March which promises to be a great event.
CheeRStu

The Chris Kelly Memorial Rally 15/16/2/2013
Stuart Egglestone/Brian Hodgson
SE Oil Heating/Nobles Garage Vauxhall Astra
Another trip across the water was hatched. We made our usual trip leaving on Wednesday 23:45 (3
hours sleep before leaving) down to Heysham, to catch the 2:15 am ferry to Douglas, Isle of Man
(we bedded down in the play area in the sleeping bag for 3 hours sleep) then up and off the boat to
19 call it the 3 legs of sleep Rally!).
the hotel for a couple of hours sleep (maybe we should

Up at 9:30 just in time for breakfast then out for a full day’s rece. The roads were awash with running water but we had a good day. Scruteneering was held at night and after this was completed we
were back out for a further check on the stages that were to run at night. We managed to fit this in
before supper at the pub and a couple of beers (well it would have been rude not too!).
Friday breakfast before more rece in the northern part of the Island. Things were drying up nicely
and our service crew (Marcus Noble & Chris Taylor) had now arrived over night. The rece was duly
completed. The event consisted of 14 stages on closed public roads totalling 110 stage miles. We all
congregated at the TT grandstand and the first car left at 7:01. We were car 12 so had not long to
wait. A short run out took us to the start of St Marks 13.8 miles long but we were held at the start
due to a domestic incident at a house on rally route, things got going eventually about 40 minutes
late. We reached the start line, our turn had come 5 4 3 stop that was it car 4 had crashed on some
running water and the road was blocked. We were held at the start for a while before the decision
was made to cancel the stage. We trundled through part of the stage to get to ss2 . Balladoole was
ss2 - 3.7 miles long. A blast along the B road and a loop onto the narrow road along the coast we
completed this ok slippy in places.
Marine Drive SS3 was next 6.6 miles, very fast stage, great stuff. We encountered John Indri off the
road here but OK. Service followed where tyres were swopped, before another go at St Marks. No
holdups this time. We caught our minute man half way through the stage who let us past. Next Balladoole again. We had an over shoot at a chicane and had to back up to avoid a penalty dropping 10
seconds. Marine Drive, better, 10 seconds quicker this time. Next back to the grandstand where the
lads prepared the car for the morning, before heading for our hotel where the bar was still open, we
duly had refreshment and turned in.
Saturday dawned, another dryish day, we headed up to Jurby Airfield where the service area was for
the day. We were in11th place over night; we thought we might have been further up. St Judes ss7 –
13 miles, this stage had a lap feature where we had to do part of the stage twice. We duly set off; 2
miles in we caught a rock on the edge of the road which deflated a rear tyre. We tried to continue but
had to stop and change it, we struggled as the car tried to fall off the jack! We eventually managed,
dropping 5 minutes; we set off and caught John Cressey in the Mini Cooper who let us past, the red
mist was down!!! We had not the power to leave him but it was great excitement. We had dropped to
21st.
Next up, Druidale ss8 - 7 miles, it was raining and misty here. We set off; part of this stage is very
bumpy (worse than Cliburn Camels!) and part is B road, very fast, we set a good time here 6th.
Staarvey ss9 - 8.2 miles, some very twisty single track roads and a very fast main road section, very
good - another quick time 7th fastest. Service at Jurby followed before St Judes again. No problem,
this time we caught Geoff Wright in his Nissan Sunny Kit Car. We just managed to get pass him into
a junction, like slot car racing! Stage completed I nearly passed out laughing at that manoeuvre.
Druidale next, another good time 6th fastest, followed by Staarvey another good one. Service followed before two goes at a town stage in Ramsey, very slippy, lots of people out watching.
We returned to Jurby to the final control, results showed we had climbed back up to 11th and first in
class. We calculated without our puncture we could have been 6th. The event was won by Arran
Newby/Rob Fagg in an Impreza It had been an excellent event. We attended the prize giving which
was very good, then went out on the town (bed at 03:15, up at 06:30 for the ferry and full English.
Dak

Follow the M Sport World Rally Championship Team
Press releases from the team are posted on our website immediately after each round of the
championship. Go to the forum page and the rallying section.
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Inside the Industry
Paul Gilligan keeps us up to date
Is the Next Generation Falling Out of Love with Cars?
If you’re reading this magazine chances are you have a more than average enthusiasm for cars and
motoring. You probably craved your first driving licence and then your first car. Signs are that the
youth of today (on average) think differently. A senior BMW exec commented recently that “For the
first time since the car was invented consumers are changing radically.” It seems that young people in
rich countries are no longer so fired up to get their own transport. In the US a generation ago 50% of
16 year olds had a driving licence, now it’s below 30%. 80% of the 17-25 age group in Tokyo don’t
own a car of any kind. In 2000 20% of the “young” households in Germany where all residents were
under 30 didn’t have a car, now it’s almost 30% that do without.
The reasons are many and complex. Hard economic times, rising insurance costs, congestion are all
factors. But it also seems that young people today are simply less interested in or excited by cars.
Research shows they view them as just another appliance, little more enthralling than a microwave of
washing machine. Technology is a big factor. If you shop and socialise on line then you don’t need
transport to obtain your goods or meet your friends. One study has shown that the higher the proportion of young people who have internet access, the lower the proportion that have a driving licence.
Technology has enabled car sharing clubs (which are growing fast) to offer better service and lower
prices. Customers in big cities can now locate and reserve a car 15 minutes before they need it using
their smartphone.
Bad news for manufacturers, dealers, and sadly for motor clubs?
Why We Don’t Achieve Official MPG Figures
When I’m doing consultancy with business customers seeking to lower their vehicle fleet costs one
subject that almost always arises is fuel costs and why their drivers don’t achieve the MPG the manufacturer states. Of course there are many reasons ranging from bad driving habits (I’ve see driver
training cut fuel costs by almost 20%), the traffic in which the vehicle operates, and good oldfashioned fuel theft. One BIG reason is that the tests that result in these official figures are not carried
out honestly. Fuel consumption and emissions score affect sales, road tax rates, and company car
taxes. Low figures mean increased sales, and vice versa.
The “tricks” include slick over-inflated tyres which reduce rolling resistance, brakes adjusted or even
disconnected to reduce friction, gaps between body panels taped over to improve aerodynamics. Alternators are disconnected so no engine power is used to charge the battery. Air conditioning and even
the radio are switched off. Special oils are used in engine and transmission. I remember a Jaguar engineer telling me that when Wolfgang Reitzle arrived from BMW to head up Jaguar/Land Rover/Volvo
for Ford he introduced them to some techniques used by his former employer to improve emissions/
fuel consumption test results. Try lightweight glass and seats, then remove all the sound deadening
for a start. It is estimated that 50% of the improvements in fuel efficiency “achieved” in the last 10
years are a result on manufacturers improvements in testing and are not translated into real life. New
more stringent tests are coming, due in 2016 but the industry is trying to get a postponement to 2021.
Until then frankly just don’t expect to achieve official figures. What Car magazine list real life figures
for many cars, the differences range from 15-35%!
Vauxhall Chasing Volume Again
At the end of 2011 Vauxhall’s then boss announced that they we willing to accept a reduction in their
UK sales of up to 40000 cars to improve profitability. Big discount deals were cut back. Sure enough
sales fell, but it seems profits didn’t improve as much as required. In any case all it takes is a new boss
to change policy overnight. GM Europe now have a21
new boss, Steve Girsky, his last job was a senior

banker with Morgan Stanley who if I remember correctly had a big hand in getting us all into the
current economic mess? He has announced that he will turn Vauxhall and Opel into “premium”
brands in 3 years, with Chevrolet expanding rapidly as a lower cost offering.
Mr. Girsky is convinced that this strategy will see Vauxhall/Chevrolet outsell Ford in the UK by
2016. Ford have held the number one spot in the UK since the early 1970s, i.e. for almost 40
years now, and I don’t see them giving that up without one hell of a fight.
Which means big discounts all round. Which means that neither will make any money. Creating
a premium brand is more likely to take 3 decades than 3 years. Just don’t see any of this happening for GM, personally I’d expect a new boss and a new policy before the 3 years are out.
More Pre-Registrations Coming
The MD of Ford of Britain recently stated that the UK would “have to bear the brunt of soaking
up surplus European production.” This he said would mean more pre-registrations this year than
last. Unusual to hear such frank speaking in public. I’m sure he’s right, but it’s bad news for
dealers who have to fund all these unsold cars, and makes it ever more difficult for the customer
to be sure he’s getting the best possible deal.
Audi Chasing Volume Too
Last year Audi sold 123000 cars in the UK, but were still beaten by BMW. As I reported last
year Mercedes intend to sell 140000 cars in the UK by 2015 to overtake both their German rivals.
Merc may have to think again as Audi have stated they expect to achieve 140000 sales THIS
YEAR to overtake BMW at last and make Mercedes’ task even harder. Audi dealers have commented (anonymously) that they would rather see the manufacturer do something to help them
actually make some money out of the franchise!
March Sales Battle
March is the biggest month of the year for car sales, and the gloves are really off as manufacturers and dealers fight to make their sales targets. Every sector of the market is competitive, I received an e-mail from a Porsche dealer the other day asking me to “name my price” on a selection of half a dozen Boxsters and 911s which “have to go this month”. For sure there’s some bargains to be had, and it will be fascinating to see what the final results are. I’ll report on the winners and losers next month.

“Real” New Car Prices to Rise?
What the industry calls “Transaction Prices”, i.e. the true average prices paid for a new car are set
to rise because of the falling value of sterling. Where cars are built in Europe the UK Sales Company is billed in Euros. Similarly Japanese built cars are billed in Yen and so on. Last August a
Pound bought 1.287 Euros. Thus a 12,000 Euro car costs the UK company £9.324. Now that
same car will cost £10,169, an increase of over 9%. Manufacturers simply can’t afford to absorb
this and must pass it on to the buyers.
Of course those who make in the UK and export, in particular Jaguar/Land Rover, but also Rolls
Royce and Bentley, are the winners, and an extra 10% revenue on a Rolls is well worth having!
Paul Gilligan
pg@gvcontracts.co.uk
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Andy’s Armchair
Andy Armstrong takes an irrelevant look at
motoring and motorsport

It would seem that the mid Wales Stages which took place on the March 3rd was the opening round of a
year long battle for the right to run the major historic rally series of 2013. Now if you look at the bald
facts it would seem that HRCR have 28 drivers registered and the Roger Albert Clark organisers who
are behind the annual RAC Rally held each November, have 106 so they’re doing better at the moment.
I don’t know what’s gone on but when I was involved HRCR had a monopoly and were in a position to
run self-contained events if they so wished. I never had any problems other than feeling us Northerners
got lumbered with some huge mileages to even get to the start, Tour of Cornwall and Millbrook spring
to mind. Whatever’s caused the split, I hope those involved are careful, don’t they say divide to conquer? We might end up losing the whole thing.
One thing led to another and I started looking at the results which proved interesting. On the event the
Historics did 5 stages and the Moderns 4, so I’ve only used the first 4 for comparison. From what I
could make out the fastest modern car, a Subaru Imprezza N10, was only 12.2 seconds faster than the
leading historic which was a Mark 2 Escort, total time taken by both being just over 46 minutes. You
really can’t help thinking that either the driver of the Subaru was pathetically slow, which in all honesty
I doubt, or have we got to the point where the whole idea of historic stage rallying at the sharp end has
got out of hand. Let’s face it there’s no way a car which purports to be 40 years old with 2 wheel drive
should be so close to a modern 4 wheel drive turbo charged monster after the best part of an hour of forest racing. It’s like saying the Sunbeam Rapier should have been keeping up with an Escort Cosworth or
similar.
Formula 1 starts in a few days. I still enjoy it but the number of pay drivers does take the shine off. I
read somewhere that Maldonado has to give Williams nearly 30 million for his seat and even Max Chilton’s dad has to part with nearly 2 million so his son can cruise round at the back. Not only does it seem
wrong, but it also clearly shows what value the teams put on themselves, if you can buy into Marussia
for so little you know without doubt you’re not at the races, so why bother?
Finally, wouldn’t you just love having been given the boot by Honda from their Swindon plant only to
read that in a year’s time they’re intending to be back in F1 as an engine supplier. Talk about pulling
your horns in or tightening your belt, maybe not!
Ends
AA
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What’s On
WMC events and other events of interest
April
7th
21st
21st
26-28th
27/28th
28th

MGCC
WMC
EACC
WMC
BARC
S&DMC

Donington Racing
Drive It Day
Kames Sprint . BSCBSC Round 1
Galloway Gallop
Croft Racing
Tour of Hamsterley Stages

WMC
CSCC
BDMC
MSL
SoSCC
WMC
KLMC
AMOC
WMC
BDMC

Pub Run
Pirelli International Rally
Berwick Classic (GTNHRA Round 2)
Donington Historic Festival
Targa Rally
Autotest
Barbon National Hill Climb
Classic Racing at Oulton Park
Autosolo
Jim Clark Memorial Rally

May
1st
4/5th
4/5th
4-6th
5th
8th
11th
11th
19th
31st

Visit the website for all the latest news
Forum Log in: wigtonmc. Password: marshals
Please only phone club officials between 19.00 and 21.00 in the evening.
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