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2014 Awards Night Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Club Champion Angela Jones 

                                                                           External Champion Bob Hargreaves 

 

JLT MSA Club of the Year  

Enthusiast of the Year, Willie Jarman 
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Diary 
Club events over the next month or so 

 

Winter Lunch Run  

Sunday 9th March  

will start at Armathwaite Hall at 10.30am and finish at the Inn on the Lake  

after approximately 55 miles, for Soup, sandwiches and desert. 

£8.00 per person 
Entries to Charles Graves on charles.graves@armathwaite-hall.com  

 

 

WIGTON MOTOR CLUB LTD 
 Officials  

President:.  Stuart Turnbull 

Vice Pres.  Stan Glaister,  Ron Palmer  & David Turnbull, 

     

Chairman  Jim O’Neill    01768 870236 elizabeth-oneill@sky.com 

Vice Chair  Graeme Mactavish   016973 44542 graeme@pcxinternet.com 

Sec/Editor  Graeme Forrester    01900 825642 gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer  Paul Gilligan    07785 293 222 pg@gvcontracts.co.uk 

Memb. Sec.  Jaime Hamilton      jaime@jhbookeepingservices.co.uk 

Social Sec.:   David Agnew      01946 841455 DAVIDWAGNEW@aol.com 

Child Protect. Alan Jackson            01900 828428 bigwalk1@gmail.com 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

    John Graham     01228 534483  

    Lynda Graham.    01228 534483  

    Andrew Graham   01228 534483 andy-lake3rec@hotmail.co.uk 

    Charles Graves   01768 776551 charles.graves@armathwaite-hall.com 

    David Wiggins   016973 49488 michellewiggins137@btinternet.com 

    Peter Garforth  ` 016973 21762 petergarforth@btinternet.com 

    Chris Leece    01768 867576 chris_1lowtherview@yahoo.co.uk 

    Stuart Turnbull   01228711276 

    David Rushton         01900 824831 derdar@talktalk.net 

    Roger Pope    01900 827181 rcpope@btinternet.com 

 

Novice Autotest 

Sunday, March 16th 

Regulations have been emailed out 

Entry fee including food is completely free! 

Entry forms on the website. 
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Talking Point 
 Topical comment from the world of motoring 

 

I am very pleased to report that membership renewals are at a record level and we are still recruiting 

new members at a steady rate. Ass you will know the committee has decided to invest in the current ac-

tivities of the Club, not only supporting newcomers and novices but also subsidise existing members 

with cheaper entry fees. Last year we were fortunate in gaining a good amount of  interest on our invest-

ments despite the current poor rates and for once the Classic Show saw a warm, dry day and a good 

crowd that generated a profit. We are also waiving the entry fee for car entries to the Show for members 

this year. Thus a member who did several events could easily save £50 during the year. Added to that, if 

you take up the excellent insurance rates offered by Hagerty you can get your membership fee paid as 

well. What other club can offer that? 

 

You will also see that we now have a Face Book page which we can use to spread the world. Now this 

is all new to me so we will be relying on others to guide us! Thanks to Daniella Hope for setting it up. 

Hopefully we will also get the “blog” up and running again once the season starts. 

 

These days spreading the message and publicising our events is vitally important as everyone has busy 

lives and there are so many other things that people can do in their leisure time. Sadly the motorsport 

columns that I wrote for the local papers for the past 30 years or so have got the “chop” as the papers’ 

advertising revenue gets ever smaller and sales drop with younger folk not reading newspapers. The lo-

cal press has served us well over the years and the Cumberland News sponsored the Classic Show for 15 

years. Sponsors like to see their names in print. However times change and we have to move on and em-

brace social media and instant communications via the internet. 

 

Talking of which, I am sure many of our sporting members will have, or do read, Motor Sport News or 

Autosport every Wednesday. Of course like all news papers they have had a hard time with loss of ad-

vertising revenue and sales now around 15% of that they were 30 years ago. We can watch live F1 and 

WRC now along with much more if you subscribe to Sky and the like. However there is now a new 

online magazine “Motor Sport Monday” which covers all the top levels of our sport with some well 

known writers. It appears mid afternoon each Monday and is free. If it gets enough advertising it will do 

well as its cost base is very low with no hard copies or distribution costs and we are heading the same 

way with Start Line and our emailer system. Will Motor Sport News 

and Autosport, along with local newspapers, be able to survive? Time 

will tell. 

 

GTF 

 

Editor: Graeme Forrester, Clints Cottage, Blindcrake, Cockermouth, 

Cumbria, CA13 0QP. 01900 825642 

Email: gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk 
The opinions expressed in this issue of Start Line are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the Club   

The contents of Start Line are protected by copyright 2014 
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Awards Night Photos 

 

        Enjoying the talk                                                 M. Wilson, J, O’Neill & N. Grist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Trudy Hill and Colin Sutherland                Trudy Hill and Jim McDairmid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Di Gates & David Agnew                                         Di Gates and Mike Garstang 
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Marshals’ Post 

Marshals’ Championship Scorer: David Wiggins 016973 49488 Email:     

 michellewigins137@btinternet.com 

Marshals’ Contact David Agnew   01946 84145 Email: DAVIDWAGNEW@aol.com 
 

Marshals Championship 
 

· The Championship is open to all current WMC members 
 

· Points will be allocated with 5 for a half day event and 10 for an all day event. 
 

· Points will be allocated from signing one sheets and/or members claiming the points 

within 30 days of the event. The 2014 championship will run from March 1st until De-

cember 30th. 
 

· All WMC events will count plus events where the club is invited to have a marshalling 

team. 
 

· Named organisers of events are not eligible for points. 
 

Prizes: 
1st  Passenger ride in an M Sport WRC car. (Donated by Malcolm Wilson) 

2nd  Two pairs of tickets to the Knockhill BTCC round. (Donated by Knockhill) 

3rd  Two Weekend tickets to the Croft Nostalgia Festival (Donated by Croft Circuit) 

4th  Two Weekend tickets to the Croft BTCC round (Donated by Croft Circuit) 

6th  Two tickets to Autosport Show/Race Retro/NEC Classic 

7th  Two tickets to the Donington Classic Festival 

8th  1 ticket to the Autosport Show/Race Retro/NEC Classic 

9th  1 ticket to the Donington Classic Festival 

10th 1 ticket to the Croft Historic Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the following new members: 
 

We have pleasure in welcoming the following new members to the Club and we hope that 

you all enjoy our events and social activities. 

Frazer & Susan Graham  of Seaton             Mark Messenger  of Whitehaven 

Richard Goodacre    of Wakefield  Christopher Jones of Gosforth 

James Thompson    of Workington  Douglas Anderson of Dunfermline 

 

For most of you this will be your first magazine and we hope that you enjoy it and that  

you will take part in many of our activities. 
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Classic Column 
News from the Classic Scene 

 

Entry forms for the Cumbria Classic Weekend  are now available. We’ve got them out quite a bit ear-

lier as there was already requests for forms from people who plan ahead. They have been posted out to 

past entrants and are also on the website as well. The same applies to trade forms and club displays. En-

try forms for the Rose & Thistle Challenge are also  available. 

 

There may be the chance of an entry on the Getaway Gallop on April 25-27th which heads to North 

Yorkshire this year with the base in Darlington. Entry forms are on the website and Ron Palmer can an-

swer any queries. 

 

Race Retro Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               MG Metro 6R4 (J. McRae)                                                   Lancia Stratos         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Golden Wonder Rover SD1 (K.Wood)                                  Escort RS2000 (P.Clarke) 
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PG Tips 
 

Spring is almost in the air, Cumbria has-

n’t really flooded (yet!) and Top Gear is 

back on our screens – I mention it mostly 

because I now really really want an Alfa 

Romeo 4c, such a pretty car and thanks to 

clever carbon fibre technology quite light, 

meaning a relatively small engine putting 

out decent power and good MPG. Apart 

from the drop dead looks the key thing 

for me is the weight of the car. For many 

years now cars have been getting bigger, 

fatter heavier and generally less agile and 

fun.  

 

Engine technology has in many ways made up for the car obesity with extra power and green 

technology but the pure fact that everything but the smallest city cars weigh more than a ton is an 

indication of the way things have gone. As an example, Ugly my Skoda is a 4 door small family 

car and in 1987 when it was new it weighed in at 900kgs. Something like a Ford Fiesta now 

weighs in at over 1100kgs which is a lot of beef! The Alfa is similar in weight to Ugly but pack-

ing lots electronic gizmos and over 200bhp. Rafts of driver aids have also swamped modern cars 

leaving the driver less in control and more remote from what is actually going on. The 4c has 

bucked the trend in some ways with an unpowered steering rack. Let’s hope the kind of technol-

ogy in the 4c is cascaded to other cars and the trend of cars being bigger and heavier gets reversed. 

Did I mention how pretty the 4c is?!! Maybe not quite as fine as the 8c of a few years back but at 

£45,000 it’s a third of the price and that makes it a bargain right? Now I just need to find the extra 

£44,500 to get my name in the order book.  

 

What is changing and won’t be reversed is the move away from manual gear changes. The likes 

of Ferrari and Maserati have all but dumped the manual change and Porsche, Lamborghini and 

others are following. Most of the sportier end of the market (including some big mainstream 

manufacturers) has now moved to paddle gear changes so it’s only a matter of time before the 

good old ‘stick shift’ is doomed. Apparently one of the latest generation of semi auto boxes can 

change gears 20 times faster than a human can manually change gear, it is also ‘greener’ and the 

weight penalty has now fallen to about 20kgs in most cases which is easily offset by the lightning 

changes.  

 

Snotty is currently away having a final shakedown and tweak before the start of the season, look-

ing resplendent in the fresh coat of green paint and the big gold wheels. Yes I know that doesn’t 

sound so good but in the flesh it really works. I will be out on the Rowrah test day and then it’s off 

to the Isle of Man for my annual pilgrimage. This year there should be a good Wigton contingent 

present with David Wiggins now finally jumping on board in his Peugeot.  

 

I watched some WRC coverage this week and it was ok! The event was the Swedish Rally and 

the footage was good and there was some variety amongst the cars with VW, Hyundai, Ford and 

Citroen all having cars in the top 10. It does appear as though VW have spent some serious time 

and money on their entry and it appears to be reaping benefits getting 1st and 2nd places. Let’s 

hope the competition get the measure of the Germans (come on M-Sport!) before they do what 

Audi have done to Le Mans.  

Peter 
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Brockbanks Solicitors Cross Border  

Speed Championship 
 

Championship rounds: 

    EACC   Kames    April 13th Regs available  

 MGCC  Scammonden   May 18th Regs available 

 YMC   Teesside    May 26th 

 KLMC  Barbon    June 14th 

 MSCC  Forrestburn    June 29th 

 CMC   Three Sisters   Aug 3rd 

 MGCC  Anglesey    Sept 6th 

 MGCC  Anglesey    Sept 7th 

 BARC  Harewood    Sept 20th 

 BARC  Harewood    Sept 21st 

 WMC  Kames    Oct 5th 

 

 

There is good news in that the North West group of clubs who run to modified MSA regulations and 

banned List 1B tyres have added a class for road cars running on list 1B tyres.. This will be class 1F . 

The events effected should be: Scammonden, Barbon, Three Sisters and Anglesey. 

 

There is till time to sign up for the Novice Speed Scholarship which is worth several hundreds of 

pounds to those selected. Details on the website and the closing date is the 15th of March. 

 

The Scottish Sprint Championship is running a very popular class for standard MX5s this year with 15 

entries so far. Seems a cheap way to get started? Perhaps something we can look at for the future and 

perhaps include MG TFs as well. 

 

Speed Test Day 
 

March 23rd 

At Rowrah Kart Track 
 

From 1 to 4 

Entry fee is £45 or free to novice scholarship drivers. 
 

Only 5 places left! 
 

Entry forms on the website. 
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Can We Help You? 

Yes we can! 

 

 As promised, exclusive to WMC members we are of-

fering many way to encourage greater participation in 

events and help for newcomers and novices as well as supporting regu-

lar competitors 
 

· A free entry for newcomers to your first event. 

· Novice Speed Scholarship. 

· Entry fees on our major events reduced by £10 for members only. 

· The Marshals’ Championship with top ten prizes 

· Free vehicle entry to the Classic and Motorsport Show at Dalemain. 

· Training Day for Historic Rallying. 

· Meals for marshals on major events. 

· Polo shirts for marshals at the Classic & Motorsport Show 

· Free entry and food at the Novice Autotest. 

· Free spectator entry to the Classic & Motorsport Show. 

MG Cumbria 
 

Roof of England Challenge 
 

Sunday, March 30th 
 

130 miles over the highest roads in England. 
 

Coffee and lunch included. 
 

Entry forms on the website 
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Can you help us? 

Yes you can! 

 

There are lots of ways that members can do to 

help the Club and put something back in.  

 
You might not compete but you may have skills and enthusiasm that would make 

you a great asset as a marshal or organiser. Being involved is fun! On the other hand 

you might compete on some events but would like to help on others. Also there are 

other ways you can help the Club, for example can you find new venues for special 

tests on our rallies, or car parks and fields for autotests? 

 

If you would like to lend a hand with one of our four major events then please con-

tact the organising team: 

 

Lake District Classic Rally (June 29th)  David Agnew 

 

Cumbria Classic & Motorsport Show (August 17th) Graeme Forrester 

 

Kames Classic Sprint (Oct 5th) Graeme Forrester 

 

Solway Historic Rally (Oct 19th) Stephen Palmer 

 

Our two major touring events; the Gallop and the Rose & Thistle are run by Ron 

Palmer and would be delighted with some helpers. 

 

If you would like to run an autotest, a trial or a pub run we would love to hear from 

you and will give you all the help needed. 

 

You can do it! 

Yes we can! 
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Elderly UtterancesElderly UtterancesElderly UtterancesElderly Utterances    
The Voice of ExperienceThe Voice of ExperienceThe Voice of ExperienceThe Voice of Experience!!!!    
Ron Palmer has his say 

 
Wythop is one of my favourite Lake District forests with its easy parking and access, good walking and 

fantastic views over Bassenthwaite, Dodd and Skiddaw. These were not always the qualities that at-

tracted me  because as many of you will know it is a great rally stage with a section known as ‘the big 

dipper’ taken flat by only the brave or stupid depending largely on the potential of your car. An Avenger 

in the mid ‘70s could be a handful there as Eddie Farrell will testify with a big off at this point. On one 

event he was heading south to north to exit the stage behind the Pheasant when he had a tank slapper on 

the way down hill into the dip and ended up over the edge after rolling end over end a number of times. 

Although it was some time before the noise and momentum stopped neither Eddie nor his navigator 

Dave Sherwen were injured in the accident. Many others had hair raising moments in Wythop and it is 

still enjoyed by competitors today on the Malcolm Wilson Rally. At one time the RAC Rally used Set-

murthy, Dodd, Hobcarton, Comb and Wythop all excellent stages within a short distance of Bassen-

thwaite. What a rally those stages would make if used today but somehow I don’t think that will ever 

happen again. On 15th February Fellside MC’s Northern Classic Trial includes sections from the forest 

road in Wythop and it will be a pleasure to marshal there with David Agnew and his Wigton MC mem-

bers despite the current wet spell. Isn’t it great to have such facilities on our patch.   

 

In the early ‘60s the 750 MC Cumberland 

Centre held a number of Sporting Trials each 

season which I entered in an ‘improved’ Aus-

tin Seven saloon and later in a Ford 1172 trials 

car. There were no road sections on these 

events so the cars did not need to be road wor-

thy or taxed but had to conform to the rules for 

the two classes -750cc and 1172cc. Almost all 

the local cars were home built or modified and 

the financial investment was tiny as the 

750MC was for the impecunious enthusiast.  

 

There was one model of a professionally built car, the Cannon, which Major Walker, a member from 

Hawick, eventually bought and proved how out of date the other cars were but it was all good fun even 

if it marked the beginning of the end of the impecunious amateur. Even so a ‘30s Ford Pop or Austin 

Seven could be bought for anything from 30 shillings up and a few hours of team work would make a 

car in which you could take part although a winner took more time and technical knowledge. Many spe-

cials were formed from a rolling chassis with a frame made of electrical conduit pipe welded up and 

sheathed in aluminium for a body.   

We have thirty entries for this year’s Gallop with a wonderful selection of makes and models from 

1920’s Rolls Royce and Bentley, Riley Falcon Special, six MGs, five Jaguar XK150s, two each of Mor-

gan, Porsche, Triumph and Toyota and singletons from Renault, Austin, Austin Healey, Rover, Ford, 

Bugatti, Jensen and Mercedes. The entry is now at the optimum running level but if anyone else wishes 

to join us please give me a call. 

Ron 
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Gates Tyres Northern Historic Rally Awards 
 

March    30th  Devils Own Classic Rally  KLMC 

May  3/4th Berwick Classic Rally   BDMC 

June   29th  Lake District Classic Rally  WMC 

Sept       7th  Durham Dales Rally   DAC 

Sept   20th  Doonhamer Classic Rally  SoSCC 

October  19th  Solway Autumn Classic Rally  WMC 

 

 
This year the classes in historic rallying are changed. As time moves on then another group of cars 

becomes 30 years old and gets added to the list. Unlike historic racing where there are races for 

specific types of car and age, historic rallying has different capacity and ages of car all in one 

event. Until now the Post historic cars have not been allowed to count in the overall results but 

will be in 2014 while a new class for newer cars is added which won’t be able to win overall. 

 

The problem is then that you have pre 59 cars up against cars from the seventies for overall hon-

ours but unless you can get a field of cars from on the one age group that is just what has to hap-

pen. Thus class awards will be more important plus the index of performance award which can be 

won by any class winner. 

 

Thus the classes for our events (and presumably most others) will be  

 Pre- Historic (pre 1960); Historic  cars (1960-1967 inclusive); 

Post Historic cars (1968-1974 inclusive), Classic (1975-81 inclusive) complying with the rele-

vant requirements of the MSA Blue Book and in particular R18 and R19.5. 

 

These four groups will be subdivided by capacity at 1500cc as follows:  

Pre Historic   F1 Up to 1500cc,       F2 over 1500  

Historic:     H1 Up to 1500cc,      H2 over 1500      

Post Historic:     P1 Up to 1500cc,      P2 over 1500     

Classic  C1 Up to 1500cc      C2 over 1500. 

 
In addition there will be classes on some events for modern cars complying to road rally regula-

tions that can do the addition Targa Rally which will run over the same route and tests. 
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The LDC Needs Your Help! 
 

June 29th is the date of our longest running rally, taking place for the 26th time. Ron Palmer is having 

a well earned rest but is still looking after entries so David Agnew needs your help in running the 

rally. Remember if several people do a little that is a great help but is a few people have to do a lot 

they quickly become disillusioned. Many hands etc………….. 
 

• Clerk of the Course: (David Agnew)  The Clerk of the Course is the event manager. This person 

has overall responsibility to ensure compliance with the relevant regulations. They must also keep 

the event on track in its early stages of organisation to ensure that deadlines are achieved by the other 

team members. The Clerk of the Course may have an assistant(s) if required. This is a useful posi-

tion for a new organiser as it allows them to gain a taste of what it is like organising an event.  
 

Public Relations Officer: To be in charge of informing local land owners, home owners and parish 

councils of the passage of the event. (May be done by the assistant Clerks of the Course) 
 

• Secretary of the Meeting: Responsible for the general event paperwork and to manage “the of-

fice” for the Clerk of the Course. The Secretary will be involved with signing-on and competitor liai-

son. Much of the documentation for the event will be produced by the Secretary. It is a busy role and 

for smaller events may be combined with the role of Entries Secretary.  
 

• Entries Secretary: (Ron Palmer) To be responsible for receiving entries and relevant fees and or-

ganising event signing-on with the Secretary of the Meeting.  
 

• Chief Marshal: The role of the Chief Marshal should not be underestimated as it is this person’s 

job to arrange the supply of marshals for the event and to ensure that they know what to do and 

where to go.  
 

• Timekeeper: To arrange the supply and distribution of timing equipment for the event. Also re-

quired to ensure timing equipment is accurate and set in accordance with MSA Requirements and 

tolerances to BBC/ Telecom time.  
 

Equipment Officer: To ensure all the test equipment is arranged; to include cones, letters, markers, 

posts, signs, and fire extinguishers. A list of these to be created with the Clerk of Course. 
 

Safety Officer: To ensure the event is run safely under MSA regulations and all relevant safety re-

quirements are adhered to. 
 

Press Officer (Graeme Forrester): To deal with local and national press and provide support for 

any members of the press on the event. 
 

• Scrutineer (John Graham): To ensure that the competition vehicles all comply with MSA techni-

cal regulations that applies to the specific event.  
 

• Stewards: On Road or Navigational rallies of clubman status only one Steward is required. The 

Stewards are there to act as impartial observers and to ensure that the event is run in accordance with 

the regulations.. It must be noted that Stewards should not be permitted to undertake any other offi-

cial post.  

 

All the jobs in blue are up for grabs. Help will be given and it will take only a few hours of your time 

plus the weekend of the event. So please rush to contact David Agnew on: 01946 841455 or email : 

DAVIDWAGNEW@aol.com 
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Sideways on Ice 
 

I remember watching the Top Gear team sliding around a frozen lake in  Sweden some time ago 

and thinking that it looked great fun, so when I received the winter newsletter from Classic Grand 

Touring which included an Ice Driving holiday, I decided that it might be worth finding out more 

details. 

The package consisted of a return flight from Gatwick, 3 nights in a hotel in Sweden and 2 days 

driving cars on a frozen lake. Cars and tuition are included - I was hooked. The price of £895 was 

based on sharing a double room, so I phoned my eldest son, who I knew would love this opportu-

nity, but he was already committed on the dates available. My youngest son and my brother were 

also unavailable, and I began to think this holiday wasn’t going to happen.  

Fortunately Thomas Brimblecombe, who runs Classic Grand Touring, was able to sort out a room 

with a reasonable single supplement, so by mid-January I was booked onto the trip. 

I fixed a Travelodge, booked my parking at Gatwick, and on 30th January we all met up at the air-

port and boarded a Norwegian Airlines 737 bound for Oslo. I had purchased some Swedish krona 

at the airport, but although the frozen lake is in Sweden, our accommodation was in Norway, and 

although the 2 currencies are very close, I did have some problems paying for meals! 

Thomas had booked a 4-wheel drive for the 115 mile drive to the hotel and 3 of us joined him, re-

ducing the cost to around £100 each plus fuel. The other 3 group members hired a rear wheel drive 

car, which caused a bit of excitement later on.  

As we travelled northwards from Oslo, the snow became thicker on the ground, and we were soon 

traveling on packed snow between endless pine trees.  

 

The roads were generally good, with the ex-

ception of a section just north of Oslo, where 

the road was being upgraded. This has been 

going on for years, and will apparently still be 

under construction for many more months.  

We drove straight to the lake so we could have 

a quick look at the set up and meet the guys 

running the ice driving experience. The tem-

perature was around -7oC, which was comfort-

able with good clothing. A pair of waterproof 

trousers and reasonably waterproof, warm 

shoes were also helpful when removing cars 

from snow banks - see later!  

Ice Drive Sweden is run by Pat Flynn and his son Conor, with assistance from a team of highly 

experienced drivers and mechanics. Both Pat and Conor have had enormous experience of compe-

tition in the UK and their tuition and advice is invaluable.  

Thomas took the Ford Kuga for a very entertaining run around the slalom course, and we then de-

cided as a group that the traction control should be switched off. Group member Anthony googled 

the problem, and on the second day we were able to see how well-balanced the car was on ice. I 

took the Kuga around the faster outer circuit, and it was astonishingly easy to drift it through the 

corners. Interestingly, the ABS was still operational, and I found this was extremely effective on 

polished ice when the thin coating of snow had been cleared by the other cars 

The ice thickness at the lake was over 60cm, more than enough to support our cars. The tracks on 

the ice had already been groomed leaving snow banks over 20” deep defining the route, which 

consisted of an outer circuit over 2 km long, a shorter inner circuit, a slalom course. and a circular 

drift. There were holding areas in between the circuits where we were able to change drivers or 

cars.  
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We then made our way up to the hotel on roads 

which were narrow and twisty, approximately 1 

hour from the lake - or it would have been if Paul 

in the 2-wheel drive car hadn’t had the misfor-

tune to drop a wheel off the edge of the road. I 

think he had been doing very well to keep up 

with the Kuga, and I reckon I would have been 

driving a lot slower!  There was no way we 

could get the car back, so Thomas rang the Ice 

Drive team, who very nobly drove up to assist. A 

Subaru Imprezza, a kinetic tow rope and a bit of 

‘know how’ did the trick. I had never seen a ki-

netic rope  

 

used before. The technique is to attach the rope to each car and then drive the tow car smartly up 

the road, at which point the bungee stretches, causing the car in the ditch to shoot forward like a rat 

out of a drainpipe. 

An excellent meal, an early night, and a great breakfast, and we made our way down to the lake 

again.  

Pat gave an excellent briefing with a few thoughts about how we might achieve some control on 

the ice. He touched on using the brakes to achieve some grip, and how an attacking style of driv-

ing might not be the quickest. He also said that we should aim to keep our hands on the wheel in 

the ‘quarter to three’ position, and that if we were running out of lock holding a drift, we were be-

hind the slide. i.e. being reactive instead of proactive. I must say that all of us were visiting the 

lock stops quite frequently.  

 

We were then shown the cars we were to 

use. We had the choice of a large rear-

wheel drive Volvo 240, a Subaru Justy 4-

wheel drive with studded tyres on the front 

only, a front-wheel drive Ford Puma, and 

my favourite, a rear-wheel drive 200hp 

BMW Compact. 

Pat’s teaching method is to get everyone 

out in a car and watch how you perform. 

Advice is then given, either on the ice, at 

the debriefing sessions at lunch time, or in 

the evening. Anthony and I missed lunch 

the first day, as we were having so much 

fun we didn’t notice the others had gone 

back to the warm hut for soup!  

A few laps of the slalom course to get the feel of the car sliding around, and then you venture out 

on to the circuits, My favourite was the faster outer circuit, which had a great section  - a fast 

straight followed by fast left and right hand corners. I found the little Subaru difficult to master, 

but great fun! I was a passenger with Anthony on a hilarious lap when he was going from full lock 

to full lock while keeping his foot firmly on the loud pedal.  

If you had the misfortune to leave the track, and we all did, some more than others, then consider-

able amounts of digging, rocking, and pushing were needed to get the car back out of the deep 

snow banks.  

At the start of each session, we had to get the cars from the side of the lake to the ice circuits. On 

the second morning Thomas asked me to take the big Volvo down. ‘No problem’, I replied, as 

long as I can swap cars when we get to the holding area. No chance, everyone was off in their fa-
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favourite car, so I gathered up Mark as a passenger and we were off on the large circuit in the 

Volvo.  

Most of the circuit was manageable and great fun, but I 

didn’t quite get the hang of one section, and we gracefully 

sailed into the snow bank. Pretty soon 4 or 5 cars arrived 

and with some digging and pushing we were off.  

I’m sure you’ve already guessed what happened on the 

next lap. Same corner, same snow bank, and probably the 

same assistance. This was now christened  ‘Ian’s Corner ‘ 

and referred to in subsequent briefings by the boss!  

I had a good time in the compact BMW with Mark. He 

instructs on track days for the Ferrari Club and was very 

smooth and fast, and until late on the second day was the 

only person who hadn’t needed the shovel and lots of 

willing helpers to extricate his car. I was riding shotgun 

when he showed that he was human and we beached the 

BMW. 

Time flew by, changing from left hand to right hand 

drive, front- to rear-wheel drive, riding as a passenger and 

then swapping over to take the wheel and at 4.30 we were hauled off the ice despite our protesta-

tions, ‘Oh, go on mate, just one more lap, there’s plenty of light!’. 

We had our evening meals at a great little restaurant on the way back to the hotel, and on the sec-

ond night I had moose steak. These animals are quite plentiful, and a real danger at night, as they 

like to wander down the roads; they are seriously large animals with very large antlers.  

On the third day we were booked in for a karting session on ice (included in the price). Once 

again, a great experience, studded tyres front and rear, and 45o slides, just on the edge of control.  

We then visited the lake for a final time before leaving for our flight to England. We were of-

fered the chance of a couple of laps of the outer circuit driven by Conor, which was an amazing 

and exhilarating experience. He was driving a large BMW 5 series, equipped with fully studded 

ice tyres, and the angles the car adopted as we went through corners was almost unbelievable. At 

no time, other than on the long straight, was the car pointing along the track. I managed to per-

suade Pat to take us round for a second lap. What an experience - Dancing on Ice! 

 

This was a great 3 days, and if Thomas at 

Classic Grand Touring is able to arrange 

dates that suit, I fully intend to take my 2 

sons and daughter next year.  

I would recommend anyone to give this a 

try; perhaps we can get a good group out 

from Cumbria next year!  

For more details on the Classic Grand 

Touring 2015 trip, contact Thomas Brim-

blecombe on  

01483 281282. Thomas@classicgt.co.uk 

S e e  a l s o  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.classicgt.co.uk. 

Ian Cowan 
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Once again, a great experience, studded tyres front and rear, and 45o slides, just on the edge of control.  

We then visited the lake for a final time before leaving for our flight to England. We were offered the 

chance of a couple of laps of the outer circuit driven by Conor, which was an amazing and exhilarating 

experience. He was driving a large BMW 5 series, equipped with fully studded ice tyres, and the angles 

the car adopted as we went through corners was almost unbelievable. At no time, other than on the long 

straight, was the car pointing along the track. I managed to persuade Pat to take us round for a second 

lap. What an experience - Dancing on Ice! 

THE GROUP 

This was a great 3 days, and if Thomas at Classic Grand Touring is able to arrange dates that suit, I fully 

intend to take my 2 sons and daughter next year.  

I would recommend anyone to give this a try; perhaps we can get a good group out from Cumbria next 

year!  

For more details on the Classic Grand Touring 2015 trip, contact Thomas Brimblecombe on  

01483 281282. Thomas@classicgt.co.uk See also their website at www.classicgt.co.uk. 

 

Ian Cowan 

 

More Race Retro Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              1936 ERA “Remus”                                  MG Midget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

                                               Lancia Stratos                                            Min 1275GT 
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BYGONESBYGONESBYGONESBYGONES 

Anecdotes 

 
The Renault 6TL had the right rear wheel 2.5 inches further back than the one on the left. Torsion 

bars were used throughout the Renault range, those at the front being longitudinal and those at the 

rear lateral. As you cannot run one torsion bar through another, Renault adopted an eminently sen-

sible solution - make one wheelbase longer than the other." .?? 

 

Ron rightly mentioned that Wythop was always an iconic stage on major rallies including the 

RAC. The hairpin was a popular spectator point and features on many photos in rally books. Of 

course we had a good number of other forest stages on the county which have not been sued for 

many years. Dodd on the slopes of Skiddaw was a sharp uphill on tarmac and downhill on gravel. 

Pretty hairy, and after Barry Lee rolled his escort for about a quarter of a mile in the seventies it 

was not used again.  

Lowther Forest in Ennerdale was used on the RAC and on the Lakeland/Malcolm Wilson Rallies 

but was too far out of the way and tended to cut up badly. M Sport did use for testing at some 

point.  

Dunnerdale in the south of the county was used by Furness DMC a few times in conjunction with 

Grizedale and they also did a couple of rallysprint type events there. Now it is just a footpath. 

Setmurthy was barely two miles but was used on all the major events including the RAC. It was 

the first stage that WMC ran on the RAC Rally. Again used some years ago by M Sport but part is 

now a footpath and the non forest section is well over grown. It’s only a couple of miles from my 

home and we often walk the dogs there.  

 

Thinking of lost venues we have seen several speed venues go over the years. The nearest being 

High Auldgirth, just north of Dumfries. It was a good test with three hairpins follows by a very fast 

nearly flat section to the finish. The paddock was rather muddy on wet days but it was a hill I en-

joyed, on one occasion getting the Midget into the top ten run off. There was hopes of reviving it 

recently but it would have meant a considerable investment sadly. 

The access road to Shap Wells was used a couple of times by Lancashire AC but had a lot of prob-

lems, one being that coach trips needed to use the road down to the hotel. I was never quite sure 

how it got a track licence as there were large boulders a the track side. 

Reputedly there was a hill climb at Lowther in the early seventies near the motorway but I’ve 

never found anyone who knows anything about it.  

Leighton Hall also had some events in the sixties and early seventies and there are hopes that a mo-

tor cycle sprint will be held there later this year. 

Down in Lancashire we used to have Baitings Dam, a tight little hill from the base of the dam up to 

the public road where there was a car park and a pub - great for the lunch break. The paddock was 

half way up the hill. The entries were never large but you got a lot of runs. I enjoyed it and the 

Midget went well there, my rallying past being good at ditch hooking round the hairpins! Sadly 

North West Water did not keep the hill in good condition and it lost its track licence. The nearly 

Scammonden Dam is of course still used. 

Partners with Wigton Motor Club – please call 

0844 824 1135 and don’t forget to mention your 

club when you do! 



19 

  

Racing LinesRacing LinesRacing LinesRacing Lines    
News from the Circuits 

 

Many readers will enjoy the Red Bull videos of the various stunts and DC and others do in the cars 

such as the do' nuts on the helipad half way up a hotel! The car is in fact a special one fitted with a 

Ford engien dating back to the days of when the team were Jaguar. The reason being is that it takes 

about four technicians to start the Ford engine but about a dozen and lorry load of computers to 

start the Renault ! 

 

Race Retro Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           McLaren GT                                                               James Hunts McLaren F1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                    McLaren Can Am                                               Porsche 917 Replica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                1928 Riley                                                                       Sierra Cosworth (R. Brooks)              
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Bye bye 2013…don’t let the tailgate of life thwack you on the back of your evil head on the way 

out will you! Was it an Olympic hangover or was last year really tinged with that “13” effect?  Yes 

young Vettel did OK, 13 wins = title….so maybe it’s just time to look forward. 

So what are you doing in the off season then? Putting together the last bits of your programme to-

gether? Schmoozing the sponsors? Doing rounds of interminable PR? Taking a rare break whilst 

ramping up your fitness regime at altitude? Looking forward to a new season, a new car, possibly a 

new challenge, new people to work with, new events….a chance to wipe the slate clean and really 

be a contender? 

Personally I have just (as I write this) started a major weight reduction programme for the Puma, I 

have discovered that I can shave at least 7kg from its fully laden weight by just not eating as 

bleedin much! Granted it may well make a change in the CG but I think I can cope with that!  

Soooooo much will change this year and we won’t even notice it happening, such is the pace of 

life. We are bombarded with so much information that it’s easy to miss things that actually could 

impact on you, whether it’s your local council changing the bin collection terms and conditions on 

the sly or the MSA slipping something in the rules that make you go oof! … or ooh! 

The whole F1 turbo revolution has been trumpeted far and wide, but what about the eligibility of 

turbos in road rallies…did you notice that? up to a 1500 turbo is now allowed, yes it needs a re-

strictor (I believe), but that opens up a limited but interesting field up to some very underwhelming 

machinery…some of which could be quite cheap, maybe that’s what Bernie should have suggested 

as a cost cutting exercise in F1, opened it up to the older cars, the old Brabhams with their 1100 

bhp melty engine specials!...would have been cheaper… smaller engines as well, so more eco-

nomical! 

The WRC at last has a UK (yes even in Scotland) TV deal, with BT sport of all things….somehow 

I seem to get these channels at no extra cost with my Virgin package, may be worth a look if your 

also infected? By the way what are we to do if the fantasists beyond the wall convince the elector-

ate to vote yes? Our part of the world then does literally become the Borders….will there be a Bor-

der rally on both sides of the err Border? Will the MSA stop having any say in motorsport past 

Carter Bar (if so, maybe we should all move!) of course some would say “well nothing will change 

really, it will all just carry on the same”…but will it really? After all that sort of thing always hap-

pens in a divorce doesn’t it?..... 

Anyway speaking of politics, my yearly Christmas pleas didn’t bring forth any of the things I re-

peatedly ask for….and can I just say, that if my feckless family had gotten its finger out the cost 

would have been soooooooo much more affordable the first time I asked, I don’t profess to be a 

soothsayer when it comes to future classics…..but I was an ABBA fan from day 1 and look how 

trendy that turned out to be? 

Admittedly I haven’t a pilots licence…. or a hanger but Spitfires have always been a safe place to 

put your money………..and now that I am limping towards the autumn of my youth all of my re-

quests would have been a better bet than the non-gold plated Local Government pension I will one 

day be allowed to draw, if you want to argue that it is gold plated, see me on a rally and I will edu-

cate you, or you could just find out for yourself, the truth is out there……a bit like referendums. 

Escort MK1’s…I said “as soon as the MSA lose their bottle and let them into historic rallying the 

world will go mad”……..well the world went mad! Ferrari 288 GTO, at the time it was well re-

spected but then kicked to the kerb when the ultimate kit car came out, that F40 abomination 

(which was a 288 GTO with some expensive Richard Grant spoilers, never has the term spoiler 

been so apt!) 

Delta Integrales……..of course they were going to go up in value! Chevettes, Asconas, Kadettes! 

Camaros, the original ones! 



21 

  

I am reading a book (stop sniggering fattie!) about the history of the humble British road system, 

quite entertaining and worth a few hours of anyone’s time.  It’s by Joe Moran and it’s called “On 

Roads” You will learn something completely useless I am sure, but interesting, like we drive on 

the left principally because all the tramlines were on the left and they didn’t want the expense of 

changing them around. 

Just imagine if the whole world had decided to drive on the same side of the road. Think of all the 

cars you have lusted after that possibly never made it here because of the lack of a right hand 

drive version, or the annoying things like buttons in the wrong place or too far away to reach, 

handbrakes that are awkward, wipers that don’t quite fit, offset pedals, uninsurable totty from 

across the seas…..BLOODY TRAMS! why they just didn’t reverse their operating direc-

tion…..FFS! 

Alan Howdon 

 

                Limited Edition WMC Items 

Car sticker saying “MSA Club 

of the Year” 

If you would like one (or 

more) just email David Wig-

gins and he will post them to 

you.  

 

 

 

 

 

We also have WMC polo shirts with the same logo on and these are available via 

our website. 

We also have supplies of race and rally numbers at 50p each and rally romers at 

£4.00 each. 
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Rally Torque 

News from Road & Stage 
 

This month sees the Malcolm Wilson Rally running in the Lakes forest as round two of the various 

BTRDA Championships. The format is a bit different this year with the start at M Sport as Cockermouth 

centre is being remodelled and some of the usual forests are not available for various reasons. It’s a 07.00 

start and the cars hit Comb at 7.20 and then Wythop twice a thirty second intervals. Then over to Grey-

stoke for 08.45, then down to Grizedale North for two runs at 30 seconds at 10.50 and one run at 

Grizedale south before back to service at Penrith and a final run at Greystoke at 13.40 with the finish at 

Rheged at 14.10.  

With the pressure on the usual forests for recreational use and Ash dieback you have to wonder if at some 

point here will not be enough stage mileage in the Lakes, thank goodness for Greystoke!  

 

The  M Sport Fiestas have had some promising runs on the first two WRC rounds, both of which tend to 

be “specialist events”. Now its down to the nitty gritty of the usual gravel and tarmacs rounds and I 

would think M Sport have a very good chance of getting a win or two this year, even against the VW 

sledgehammer.  

 

This year the cars in the historic classes will no longer run at the front of the field on British Rally 

Championship rounds. The guys in the 20 or so Citroen C3s who make up the lead class in the BRC were 

reputedly upset that when they followed the historics into stages the spectators were leaving just as the 

BRC card arrived. Perhaps someone needs to tell them why! 

 

The first NESCRO event of the year, the Saltire takes place up in Perthshire this weekend. This year 

NESCRO events will have the extra class for more modern classics (those over 30 years old) which 

makes at least 4 classes plus on some events the Targa event as well. Event organisers are pondering 

whether having an overall winner is still required and the likelihood is that the more modern cars will 

provide the quickest times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ford rally cars 1984 and 2014 at Race Retro 
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Autojumble 
Buy, Sell, Exchange, Give! 

Free to members 
 

David Rushton's Garage Clear Out 
 

1 x MK1 Jag Head Light R/H Drive; 1 x MK1 Jag Side Light (Lens damaged) Not available any-

where! 
 

1 x Pr P100 Lucas Headlights with tripod behind lens, fastener at 12 o’clock hinge at 6 o’clock 

Lens are frosted with a clear section in the centre, Lens diameter 10 3/4” 

Reflector good exterior chrome fair 

2 x Lucas Bi-Flex Long Range Head lights, Lens are convex 8 1/2” diameter reflector fair exterior 

chrome poor 
 

1 x pair of Porsche 912 original air filters in fair condition 
 

2 x 13” Rostyle steel wheels ex- Ford Escort 
 

Mini Stuff:  A set of 4 Omega pistons 74mm; 1275 Block bored to 74mm; 1 x gold seal gear box 

Plus loads of engine/gear box parts 
 

Mini Metro: Lights and fittings 
 

2 x Mild steel silencers Case dia' 6”, Case length 24 1/2”, Pipe dia' 3”,  o.a. Length 29” 

Never used 
 

This lot has lain around my garage for years it has to go. Make me an offer for it all or in bits 

Anything left by the end of April and the scrap man gets it 

Ring David on 01900 824831 

 

 

Barn storage: There are a couple of spaces available at the moment. Ring Graeme on 01900 825642 

 

 

Oil: Fuchs Classic Oil - 5 litres for £14.95 and for moderns Fuchs 10/40 semi synthetic - 5 litres for 

£16.95. Ring Graeme on 01900 825642. 

 

 

MG Midget close ratio, straight cut gears and box. Ring Graeme on 01900 825642 

 

 

FOR SALE - Peugeot 306 Rallye, 2.0 16v 167BHP 6-speed 

Standard road going car except for Peugeot Sport Group ’N’ Engine and Gearbox mounts + Suspen-

sion, v stiff car, handles like its on rails.  Lightweight, make ideal Sprint / Hillclimb / Classic Rally / 

Fast Road car.  New radiator, brakes, recent Cambelt and Tensioners.  Just MOT’d and 

taxed.  Photos by request.  Only £2000  Tel:  01931 712345 / 07899 992830 Tim Oliver 
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Your Cars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Alan Davis’ collection 

Let’s see your cars! 
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 Inside the Industry 
 

Paul Gilligan keeps us up to date 
 

January Car Sales Start 2014 With A Bang 

Most forecasters had suggested that after rising sharply in 2013 UK new car sales would flatten in 2014 

with maybe 1% growth.  In January though strong growth continued, sales 7.6% up on last year.  After 

Vauxhall’s new boss had promised to overtake Ford, his sales were actually 18% down on last January, 

Ford 11% up.  Perhaps he should have left the lion to sleep more peacefully, a reaction was inevitable. In 

fact Vauxhall only just hung on to second place, only 450 sales ahead of VW. 

VW Group had a great January, VW themselves 25% up as were Skoda, SEAT 36% up.  With Audi VW 

Group now take almost 22% of the UK market. Audi remained first of the German prestige manufactur-

ers on 10700 sales, BMW 7900, Mercedes breathing down their necks on 7800, the Merc plan seems to 

be working.  Audi’s only problem could be they are running out of cars just now. 

Jaguar On The UP 

It’s no secret that Jaguar are having a hard time just now, particularly in the UK. XJ is a very slow seller 

as are all big saloons in this country, XK is being very heavily discounted to maintain some level of 

sales, I could tell you the % but I’d have to kill you. You don’t get a BOGOF. But almost. The fine F 

Type convertible suffers from being over-priced leaving XF to carry the burden.  However things are 

brightening up.  F Type Coupe has just been introduced about 10% cheaper than the convertible.  And it 

has a decent boot! 

The big good news for Jag starts in 2015.  Next January their new engine plant in Wolverhampton opens 

geared to employ 1400 people and produce up to 400,000 engines a year for Jaguar and Land Rover.  

Until then JLR are reliant on Peugeot and Ford to make their engines. Gradually the engines will be all 

new designs unique to JLR and be the cleanest and most economical they have ever used. 

More big news in 2015 is the launch of the new small Jaguar to compete with BMW 3 Series and Audi 

A4.  All the signs are that Jag have got it right this time and this car alone could double Jaguar volume at 

a stroke. Then in late 2015 Jaguar launch a small SUV and there’s more to follow. 

How Many Toys Can One Boy Want? 

The range of options available on top end cars these days is just bewildering.  Last week I sold the most 

expensive car I’ve ever handled, a Mercedes GL 63 (think Range Rover) which started at £90500 and 

ended up at just over £109000.  Not a cheap car to begin with but a luxurious one, and with a hand built 

6.3 litre 557bhp twin turbo V8 not a slow one!  23 mpg at best and CO2 of 288g/km won’t impress the 

Greens, but I don’t think that will worry my customer too much.    

Part of the increase in cost was the greedy Government demanding £1065 for 1st year road tax and an-

other £55 for 1st Registration Fee.  Then Merc wanted another £590 to actually deliver the car to the 

showroom.  After that the buyer got stuck into the toy box known as the Options List. Here are just some 

of his choices: 

With something so vast £675 for a Parking Package with 360 degree cameras seems sensible.  I’m not sure 

what the Driving Assistance Package does, but at £2350 it needs to be useful.  The interior will be im-

proved by the Ambient Lighting (only £365) and the Bang & Olufsen Sound System, although to me 

£4335 for the music is a lot for a house never mind a car. To better admire the view £920 for a Pano-

ramic Sunroof is sensible, and if that might make it too warm inside then £750 for cooling for the front 

seats, £525 for 4 Zone Climate Control, £280 for rear seat Sun Blinds, and £100 for double sun visors 

for driver and front passenger are all obviously required.   

To ease the tedious business of actually getting into and out of the thing the electric Easy Entry System 

(£410) folds the second row seats forward to permit entry to the third row, whilst the Power Closing 

(£575) takes care of that chore for front and rear doors.  

To eliminate boredom on long journeys a TV (£1035) helps, but to watch on the move you need Split-

View (£1020) so the driver sees the Navigation whilst the front passenger sees TV. Clever! 

Driver comfort is increased by the addition of a Wood & Leather trimmed steering wheel at £615, so 
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 surely that’s about it.  Hang on a minute though, horror of horrors, you’re tooling down the Auto-

bahn at about 120mph and 15mpg, cosseted by cooled seats and B&O music, BUT your refreshing 

drink nestled in the cup holder is too hot or too cold for your tastes.  Don’t worry, it won’t happen 

to my man because he had the sense to specify the Temperature Controlled Cup Holders at an ex-

tra £220.  He can even enjoy his Coke chilled whilst the other half of the machine keeps the front 

passenger’s coffee warm!  

Rich though he is my customer was a little upset when he walked into his local London Merc 

dealer to be told it was a privilege to be allowed to purchase such a car, and there would be no dis-

count with the full £109220 required. He was happier when I was able to offer it at a fraction under 

£100k and be left with a Groat for myself.  Maybe I’ll get to deliver it? (With warm coffee!) 

Big Brother’s Watching You (Or He Will Be Soon) 

We’re all familiar with the “Black Box” installed in aircraft to record flight data.  Increasing sim-

plified versions are being fitted into cars to encourage safer driving and reduce insurance costs. 

The main market currently is for young drivers where as we all know insurance costs are horren-

dous.  The  black box or telematics device can report to the insurer on the driver’s style, how much 

aggressive acceleration and/or braking, speeds attained etc.  When coupled with GSM technology 

any exceeding of speed limits can be reported also. With the agreement of all parties the young 

driver’s parents can access the reports also. 

Young drivers with telematics fitted to their cars can enjoy reductions of up to 70% in insurance 

premiums. If they behave badly the premium increases, or if very badly cover is withdrawn.  If 

parents wish the “rules” can be tightened between say 11pm and 6am.  If the driver behaves very 

responsibly premiums can be reduced. 

A lot of us will have mixed feeling about this.  On the one hand anything that reduces the appall-

ing waste of young lives road accidents cause is to be welcomed.  For young drivers to gain the 

necessary experience in almost controlled conditions must be a good thing.  Where telematics are 

fitted accidents are down by about 40% and this is rising. The problem is where does it stop?   Will 

we all have to have a black box soon to get insurance at sensible rates? At what point does your 

insurer report to the authorities that you were doing 90mph on an empty M6 one fine summer eve-

ning? 

Just thankful they didn’t have them in the heyday or road rallying when certain people drove on 

minor country roads at over 100mph, with harsh acceleration and braking the norm, or so I’m told! 

I have no personal knowledge, your honour. 

New Cars Come To Cuba  - At a Price! 

Since the 1959 revolution, yes over 50 years ago, very few new cars have arrived on the island of 

Cuba. In the days when it was a Soviet satellite the odd Zil and a few more Ladas would arrive, but 

in the main the wonderful (to some) 1950s Chevrolets, Plymouths, Buick etc were kept going. This 

made the island a mecca for enthusiasts of such classics. A very few new cars were imported for 

senior government officials, star athletes etc. 

Now things are becoming a little easier. But only a little.  The Cuban Government owns all the car 

showrooms. It also owns about half of the 650,000 cars on the island, and leases them to whoever 

it sees as fit.  Now new cars are being brought in in less limited numbers.  Trouble is they are a tad 

expensive, particularly when average wages (80% of employees work for the Government) are 

about £100. A YEAR! 

So how much sense does a Peugeot 508 UK £25,000, Cuba £170,000 make?  Or a Kia Rio UK 

£9,000, Cuba £25,000? The enormous tax (per car) will be used to improve public transport (they 

say). If you believe that you will believe that UK Road Tax is spent on roads!  

I like the sun. A lot. But somehow I don’t see my next step as a civil servant in Cuba working in a 

state-owned showroom selling £170,000 cars to people who earn £100 a year. I’ve put in some in-

teresting finance proposals for customers over the years, but………..   
  
Paul Gilligan 

 

pg@gvcontracts.co.uk 
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 Andy’s Armchair 
   Andy Armstrong takes an irrelevant look at 

                         motoring and motorsport 

 
 

It’s been a bit of a boon being able to watch the WRC on BT Sport. The coverage maybe isn’t brilliant 

but you can get some that’s live and just to see cars in a stage is worth while in my book. The Monte 

went very well for Meeke and Evans but the Swedish has been more difficult with Meeke losing time 

with an earlier off and Evans missing at the end of the final stage as I write this. 

 

I took the car up for a service and ended up having a bit of a drive in the new i3 BMW electric car. 

Now I’m certainly not a convert as I find it hard to be comfortable in a diesel if the tank is less than 

half full, so having to watch the range at a lot less than 100 miles isn’t really for me. Having said that 

it was fun, the thing has stacks of torque and is easy to get used to. Maybe the one with the range ex-

tender petrol engine would be just about bearable but I suspect I’m not brave enough to take the 

plunge in the foreseeable future.  

 

The F1 testing at Jerez proved to be a real joke with half the teams getting very little meaningful run-

ning. Mr. Vettel in his mighty Red Bull suffered more than most as the car seemed incapable of 

stringing a couple of laps together before conking out in a shower of sparks and smoke. I suspect 

they’ll get it sorted out in time for Bahrain testing but the halo around the head of Adrian Newey may 

isn’t shining just as brightly as it usually does. 

 

The BTCC looks to be running a class for “golden oldies” with Alan Menu and Fabrizio Giovanardi 

making a comeback, old they may be but I suspect they’ll still be more than quick enough to give a 

very good account of themselves and put a few of the young “whippersnappers” in their place. Hope-

fully Alan Gow can spice up some of the support races this year as if you’re honest some have been a 

bit boring lately, maybe the introduction of the newer Porsches from the super cup grid will make 

things more exciting. 

 

I was sorry to see that Brian Hart had died. He’s best remembered for his engine designing and build-

ing prowess but he was also no mean driver racing competitively in Formula 2, even going well in the 

plywood Protos. He was probably the last “little man” who was able to build Formula 1 engines and 

he worked miracles with a budget that was a fraction of those he was competing against. His 420R 

engine dominated Formula 2 and in F1 his power plants got the careers of Senna, Warwick and Bar-

richello off to a decent start. On the rallying front he was of course deeply involved with the glorious 

BDA, an engine which transformed the sport. From my perspective he was a man who deserved more 

credit than he ever received. 

 

Ends 

AA    
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What’s On 
WMC events and other events of interest 

 

March 
  2nd   SRC   Saltire Classic Rally (Perth) 

  8th   Trio   Malcolm Wilson Rally 

  9th   WMC  Lunch Run 
15th   KLMC  Devils Own Classic Rally (GTNHRA) 

16th   WMC  Novice Autotest 

23rd   WMC  Speed Test Day at Rowrah 

30th   MGC   Roof of England Challenge Tour 

30th   KLMC  Devils Own Rally (GTNHRA Round 1)    

 

April 
13th   EACC  Kames Sprint (BSCBSC Round 1) 

21st   D&DMC  Croft Sprint 

25-27   WMC  Getaway Gallop 

 

 

 

Visit the website for all the latest news 

Forum Log in: wigtonmc. Password: marshals 

Please only phone club officials between 19.00 and 21.00 in the evening.  


