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Simon Sjenitzer was one of over a dozen novices taking part in the
Newcomers event in March. He was enthusiastic in throwing
his Citroen Dyane about!
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Topical Comment from the world of motoring
I recently attended one of the MSA Training Days for Licenced Officials at Haydock. I couldn’t get
to our local one, as it clashed with the White Heather Tests, but it was interesting to meet up with
colleagues from a different area some of whom I knew anyway. It was an interesting day even if the
content was very “safety” orientated. Perhaps the best part was being able to chat with officials from
different disciplines and other clubs that we don’t often meet up with. As usual the same issues crop
up, venue loss and organising ceasing to being a pleasurable hobby. A couple of very experienced
rally clerks have decided to call it day due to the excess of safety related paperwork.
The other issue is that we are all getting older, I would suspect that the majority of the officials were
past retiring age for normal work and have decades of experienced in which that have assimilated
new regulations every year, something that makes if difficult for someone new coming into the role.

On to happy subjects and it was good to see that we had a dozen newcomers for our “Novice” Autotest Training Day in March. Autotesting is currently very popular at the moment and hopefully
we can keep this going. I am also delighted to say that we have a sponsor for the autotest championship as well. We now have some very good autotests who compete at national level but the committee are ensuring that our events are not too hard on the cars or the memory!

April is the month when we often see cars emerge from their winter slumbers. While the free tax for
historic cars does allow us to go out in the winter when the weather is fine, many owners still keep
their cars under wraps until the spring equinox is past. These days “Drive It Day” is the first major
outing of the year and we are again having our gathering at Dalemain - more details in this issue.
Entry forms for the Classic and Motorsport Show in August are also on line and have been emailed
out. Indeed both John and Marian have already had entries. With some 700 cars on display it is the
biggest motoring event in the region.

We are always delighted to hear form members with any new ideas that
we can try either for competitive events, tours or social gatherings.
GTF
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Seagull Autotest
Sunday, April 9th
This is the last event at Maryport un9l the Autumn to allow the gulls to nest!
Entry forms are on the website.
A round of the Autotest & Club Championship

At Rowrah
Sunday, April 16th
10.30 un9l 13.00
£40 per driver
There are a few places le=.
Email g>mg@yahoo.co.uk for a place.

Wednesday, May 3rd
Organised by Steve Fishwick
Details in the May Start Line

Partners with Wigton Motor Club – please call 0844
824 1135 and don’t forget to men)on your club
when you do!
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Sunday, April 23rd
11.00 until 14.00
At
Dalemain
Arrive and go at any time
Café and house open

Collection in aid of
The Jigsaw Hospice and West House care for young people
with disabilities

Features: Rally cars, Super Cars and Young Owners
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PG Tips
Snotty is alive! I’ve driven at least 20 miles and the old green Skoda is faster than ever...although there is still a list of jobs to do before the Isle of Man event in April including an
MOT. The new alloy doors are also a little bendy and fragile. Slamming one of them resulted in
the alloy skin starting to come away from the frame – but god they are light, a whopping 7kgs
per door lighter than the old ones. In other news nothing else has happened to the yellow
coupe…I did open the garage and look at it yesterday and think “why don’t I have more time,
money and space”!
Top Gear is back on our screens and I have to say I rather enjoyed both episodes so far – it’s
certainly better without Chris Evans and in Chris Harris they have an experienced car journalist/
racing driver. Yes, a fair chunk of it is staged (as it always has been) and the chemistry between
the 3 presenters isn’t quite there – but it is going in the right direction that’s for sure. I refuse to
pay for TV beyond the licence so I haven’t seen all of The Grand Tour series but I’ve watched 2
or 3 episodes for free on the internet now and it is nothing startling – it is just Top Gear as it
used to be but based in locations round the world.

So far the best feature on Top Gear has been the new Alfa Giulia which looks stunning and
seems to have finally cracked the German sport saloon market. I’ve owned a few Alfas so I have
a big soft spot for them but more often than not in the last 30 years their cars have been badly
flawed – perhaps that era is coming to an end. What is very disappointing for me is the next new
car they’re releasing is a bloody SUV! Arrgghhhh……I do despair – it should be illegal for
some manufacturers to dumb down in such a fashion.
This month I have driven a Hyundai i10 (hire car). What can I say about the i10? It’s better than
taking the bus – unless you’re drunk, in which case the bus is preferable. It’s better than not having a car (probably). It can achieve a speed of 70mph (I’ve proved it). It has a stereo….it wasn’t
very good but it did play music. The one I had didn’t have many toys but it did have aircon, but
the weather was quite cold so I didn’t need it. The majority of the dashboard was made from a
grade of plastic so cheap the 1970s wants it back. The driver’s seat was ok…I sat on it and didn’t receive any injuries. Everything worked on it but then it was almost brand new. There was a
vibration that came through the chassis at 60mph – I suspect the weights had fallen off one of
the rear wheels. So to conclude – the Hyundai i10 is a car. It will get you places and no one will
notice it. It is white goods designed to appeal to people who don’t really like cars or care about
them.

Peter
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Welcome to the following new members and we hope that you will enjoy our
events and social activities.
Connor Stephenson of Plumbland
Geoﬀ, Belinda, Amy, Lucy and Ben Rae of Hensingham
For most of you this will be your first magazine and we really hope that you will enjoy reading it.
For any changes or queries about membership please contact Maggie Bateman on 01697349919
or by email at wmcmemsub@outlook.com

Autojumble
Members sales and swaps
Silkolene 20/50 oil, in 5 litre containers. £16.00 each
Fuchs 10/40 Semi synthetic oil for modern cars. 5 litres for £12 or 2 for £20. Red rotor arms
£6
Full face helmet in perfect condition but no longer MSA legal £50
Contact Graeme Forrester on gtfmg@yahoo.co.uk
Barn storage: 2 places available at £50 per quarter. Contact Graeme

April 9th

Seagull Autotest at Maryport S.O for 10.00

April 16th

Rowrah Test Day (10 to 1)

S.O. at 10.00

April 23rd

Drive It Day at Dalemain

S.O for 10.45
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Elderly Utterances
The Voice of Experience!
Ron Palmer has his say
Nice couple of pages in the Spring edition of MSA Magazine about long standing club members
Stuart and Linda Cariss from York who have a fine collection of Mk1 Escorts (including my old
yellow ‘73 Mexico). Having started forest rallying later in life they have a 1600 cross flow Sport
to ‘Mexico spec’ which they have used in stage events for about 15 years. Certainly better than
leaving your money in the bank. The MSA magazine has improved over recent years and is generally quite readable. Also mentioned was the MSA Club of the Year, Larne Motor Club which
having only 100 members clearly punches well above its weight.
Chris Hodgson sat in with me for the White Heather Tests at Kirkbride on Saturday 4th March
whilst protesting that it was his first time. Long time since I last heard that in a car. The scratch
team of organisers under the direction of Stephen Palmer did a great job on the day and it all
passed off well. Scrutineering was outside the White Heather and everyone’s handbrakes were examined minutely before we went up the stairs to documentation and coffee. Conspicuous by his
absence from the start list was Jack Palmer leaving no entrants in the small engine Targa class and
making things easier for the others in Targa. Nevertheless there was a full entry on the day and
only one retirement, Mike Kirk in the Sunbeam Alpine.
Access to Kirkbride from Wigton was a nightmare with road works or flooded roads at every turn
and what usually takes 10 minutes took 30 frustration minutes for the setting up crews coming
from the barn on Friday afternoon. Sunday was easier for us as we approached from the east on
the B5307. However when finished the road should be a much improved stretch of tarmac. We
tackled five tests twice before lunch and then five – two different – twice after lunch. There was
time to watch other crews between tests and then have social time before the big roast was served
at 3.30.
Out of the 32 listed finishers there were 13 historics and classics and 19 Targas all in T2. It’s all
getting a bit competitive here although Chris and Fiona MX5 were the class of the day by 9 secs
from the tidily driver Chevette of Mark Thornton. Graham Cornthwaite was first historic on 1155
secs in the big engine Mini but in overall times Chris Hunter was fastest of the day 53 ahead of
Graham. Robin Murray had a polished drive all day and won his class H1. David Agnew suffered
a broken driveshaft on his 911 two tests before the end but ever resourceful he and Alan managed
to push the car over the startline of every test to qualify as a finisher. When asked to comment David said the exercise was good for them both and was now part of his fitness regime. We had a
good day accumulating penalties of 1267 secs. I only wish I could have cleaned the car as quickly.
After being parked in my garage for much of this winter the MX5 has been demoted to an outside
berth with the arrival of a new toy. Chris Hodgson and Ed G plus big white van and trailer spent a
day mid March collecting an Alvis and bringing it to Moorhouse. The 1936 Speed 20 SD has
spent the past 30 years in storage and so requires a full re commission. It’s currently under assessment by me and a large team of advisors, before the full plan of attack is hatched. Suddenly the
XK parked alongside looks quite compact.
By the time this appears the ERA Flying Scotsman Rally will be upon us with a ‘local’ start from
Slaley Hall at 07.30 on Friday 31st. One hundred and eleven mostly pre WW11 cars will be competitively driven over 3 days. Charles and Kit in the Bentley Derby are at no 88 and usually do
well on this endurance event. Here’s hoping for good weather. Ron.
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Wigton Motor Club
Gates Tyres Historic Rally Awards
Round 1 – White Heather Tests
The historic rally season got under way in the north of England with the Wigton Motor Club run
White Heather Tests at Kirkbride airfield. The event was the opening round of the Gates Tyres Historic Rally and Targa Awards and saw a very healthy entry with several newcomers doing their first
event.
The rally was based on 20 tests based at seven locations around the airfield based on four loops of
tests with some of the tests being changed for the afternoon runs. The cars were led away by the
immaculate Mini Cooper S of Andy Walkinshaw and Brian Hodgson and there was an excellent
variety in the historic class with a Porsche 911, Triumph TR7, Ford Escorts and MG Bs, while an
unusual entry was the Sunbeam Alpine of Mike Kirk which unfortunately suffered a differential
failure early in the event.
It was soon clear that the battle for the Historic Rally would be between the Mini Cooper S of Graeme Cornthwaite and Steve Aspin and the Porsche 911 of David Agnew and Alan Jackson with the
Escort of Dave Short and Roy Heather close behind.
The Targa Rally proved very popular with, the for the first time, the Targa event (for modern cars)
getting more entries than the Historics. There was a day long battle between the Mazda MX5 of
Chris Hunter and Fiona Tyson and the Chevette 16 valve of Mark and Lisa Thornton. Mazda MX5s
were holding six of the top positions at lunch time.
The weather made for a great day’s sport and there was plenty of good “craic” in the hotel and paddock at lunch time! The afternoon tests included two tests not used in the morning to ad variety to
the event. In the historics the challenge of the Porsche 911 came to an end with two tests to go with
a broken drive shaft leaving Graeme Cornthwaite/Steve Aspin (Mini Cooper S) with a comfortable
20 second margin over the Escort of Clive Short/Roy Heather who won class C. Third was the
smoothly driven Triumph TR7 V8 of Ray and Ben Jude with Angus and Ian Cowan fourth in an Escort and winning class P. Robin Murray and John Ross added to their success in over forty years of
rallying by winning class H for the older cars in their Mini Cooper S
The battle for the Targa Rally saw a gap of only nine seconds at the finish with Chris Hunter and
Fiona Tyson winning from Mark and Lisa Thornton who won class 2. Third overall and second class
was another MX5 of Graeme Mactavish and Jim O’Neill, with Paul & Esther Bowness fourth and
third in class..
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The event concluded with an excellent meal at the
White Heather Hotel before the crews headed
home. The next round of the Gates Tyres Historic
& Targa Awards is the Berwick Classic at the end
of April.
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This year’s Race Retro was the fifteenth but also the first under its new owner, Clarion. The show had
slipped a bit in recent years but there are very positive signs from 2017 that changes are being made
and the whole event was much smarter and slicker.
There was plenty for the motorsport enthusiast and as always the MG Car Club were in a prominent
place in the main hall. The feature car was Paul Whiting’s immaculate FIA B that competes in the
hugely successful Equipe GTS series. MGCC’s Competition Secretary John Hutchinson was on hand
to recruit new drivers while Paul Goodman was promoting the Luffield Speed Championship which
is the biggest one make speed series in the UK. The Club reported a very successful event, no doubt
helped by an increase in visitor numbers to the Show of nearly a third.
The autojumble stalls covered everything from parts to events programmes while the art displays always attract interest and there were a number of prints and originals of classic racing cars available.
The model dealers also had a host of rally and racing car models and there always seems to be a few I
had not seen and needed for my collection!
I had an interesting conversation with John Crocker of BCC classic car parts who were selling improved suspension for a variety of classics. So often I see MGs that have had new springs and are sitting too high or are lopsided and this is often causes by the interior quality of imported components.
BCC specialise in quality springs and bushes for not much more than the alternatives and this gives a
correct ride hide and crisper handling. BCC also supply aluminium four box brake callipers and silicon chrome front coil springs.
On Saturday and Sunday there was rally action on the demonstration stage in the showground with
many top drivers taking part including the very popular Ari Vatanen who drove a variety of cars with
great verve. MGs were represented by a couple of Metro 6R4s in immaculate condition being driven
pretty briskly around the slippery course. The Quattros were indeed spectacular as Ari was waving
with one hand while sliding his Escort with the other!
HERO (Historic Endurance Rally Organisers) are a very successful business who run up market regularity rallies and they had a major display which included a rally prepared MG A. They have recently
moved into hiring rally prepared classics and for a small fee enthusiasts could drive one on a short
route at the Show.
The Live Stage had a succession of guests with interesting tales. One of the best, who I had not heard
before, was Rosemary Smith who looked a lot younger than her 80 years.

John Midgley’s Toyota

Nigel Hepburn’s Escort
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Fuel Woes
You would like to think that the petrol that you put in your car is always the same but that is far
from the case. There are in fact fifteen refineries in the UK and many of them produce fuels for
more than one brand. Most brand add a variety of additives to the fuel so petrol or diesel from the
same refinery might be different according to the brand, or indeed not. There are people who won’t
use super market fuel on the basis that it is inferior and has less additives in it. However I know one
person who reckons his car gets more MPG on Sainsbury’s diesel than any others!
What does happen is that the E5 Ethanol that is added does vary in its percentage from which refinery it comes from.
What very few people know is that all UK fuel comes in three types according to the season and
temperature. Different additives are added to help modern engines start in the cold, so we have three
variations, winter, spring/autumn and summer. Classic cars prefer the summer fuel apparently.
As yet E10 fuel has not been introduced but the actual percentage does vary according to the refinery and the amount they have in stock, sot it can go from 3% to 5.5% at the moment. E10 will cause
major issues for older cars with rubber, brass or plastic components in the fuel system.
The general advise for classic owners is to keep the least amount of fuel in the car when it has times
of not being used for a few months. However it is best to start the car up at least once a month and if
possible go for a short drive. This prevents the fuel coagulating in the pipes and carbs and also creating condensation which can rust the tank or block the carbs.
For pre-war cars current fuel is actually “too good and some owners are mixing their own using paraffin etc. Indeed the big problem for all cars with carburettors is that modern fuel makes then run
hotter than they were designed to do so this can mean retuning or boosting the cooling system by
using an additive (Water Wetter) to the water/antifreeze or having an electric fan or both. The period fan was the Kenlow and this is still available but there is a modern more efficient one by Revotec
which I fitted to the B after overheating on the Gallop last year. It is a more solid fitting and seems
very efficient.

Awards
Those who were at the White Heather will have seen the new awards we used, oval plaques, which
are unique. They went down well. Finding new awards is always difficult and as they so often go to
the same people, they end up in the loft! We have used various wine and whisky glasses over the
years and the traditional mounted awards while we have also had Mike Thornton’s lovely gear
wheel ones from the Historic Collection. These days we tend to use boxes of chocs or wine for the
autotests but we would like to know what members would like as awards, or indeed if they want
awards at all?
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This month, its Committee member Geoff Bateman's turn to pick his 6 vehicles. I wasn't sure what
to expect; as when asked, Geoff asked if he could have a bicycle as one of his 6! I'm sure it will become apparent why when reading his piece......
So without further ado, here's Geoff's choice.
This is quite a difficult thing for me as it is something I’ve never really thought about. I have no long
history in Motorsport or in Motor Clubs of any kind after having dabbled in club rallying for a short
time whilst at University studying Mechanical Engineering in the early seventies before having a 40
year gap before getting involved once more.
I had always been interested in things mechanical from my earliest recollection and like many
youngsters destroyed many things which I’d tried to fix. I was always interested in cars as my father
had always had one because of his work in sales and in the fifties and sixties there were considerably
less cars about than there are now so as a child it made you feel a bit special because your Dad had
one.
My first venture in to independent travel happened when after much haranguing my mother gave in
and bought me a very second hand bicycle for £3 in 1965. My cousin had raced in the Tour of Britain and it was the early sixties and a lot of young lads wanted to be the next Tom Simpson. I stripped
that bike down, cleaned it, painted it and rebuilt it all as a 12 year old.
I acquired a much better machine by the age of thirteen and joined a
local club where I was encouraged to take up racing which I really
enjoyed and then followed a career in competitive cycle sport which
lasted for 45 years up until 2012. I had a few successes winning over
100 races, including a National Championship at 25miles on the tandem and twice coming second for my age group in the National 10
mile Championship.
Unfortunately I had a bad accident in 2005 in which I sustained a
broken pelvis which I realised would be a bit of a career finisher as
far as cycle racing at the level which I had enjoyed up until then,
was concerned, so by 2007 I was looking for something else to occupy my time when I eventually retired from racing and that was
when I bought my Porsche 944. I had always been interested in cars
as had most of my friends, I think most people would be very surprised by the amount of “nice” cars and motorbikes are owned by
competitive racing cyclists and I’d had odd cars every now and
again which were quite fun, however, being one of life’s pragmatists, they were always limited to what we could afford and what I
could fix.
I bought the 944 by accident as I was looking for an MGB GT. I had seen articles about the Norwich
Union Classic and thought that this would be something that Maggy and I could enjoy together and
so decided to buy a car which we could use to do non-competitive events whilst I wound down my
cycle racing. Unfortunately we couldn’t get in the 2007 event as the car missed the 20 year qualification by 3 months so we had to wait for another year. The great thing about the 944 was that I could
get my racing bike and a weekend’s luggage in the back so we could also use it for racing weekends,
a really practical classic. We joined the Porsche Club to see what it would be like and due to a close
tie up with the local MG owners club group started getting out more car runs. This led to us doing a
run organised by the Sporting Car Club of Norfolk who seemed a nice bunch so we joined the club.
We were soon asked if we could help out marshalling at a local rally and that was it. I thought “That
looks fun” so I decided to have a go at club motorsport events which could fill the gap left by retirement from racing with a sufficient competitive element to keep me interested without having to get
as seriously involved as I had been with cyclesport for nearly 50 years.
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We originally got involved with Wigton Motor Club through entering one of Graeme’s Roof of England Challenges. I think it got us on the mailing list and other runs then followed. Eventually we
worked out that the reduced rate for WMC members made joining the club worthwhile, if you did a
couple of events, and that is when we joined the club, despite still living in Suffolk.
We had always planned to move house when Maggy reached retirement age and the move was brought
forward when she was made redundant in 2014 and a combination of other family circumstances meant
we were suddenly in a position where we could do it. We thought long and hard about where to go and
eventually started looking seriously in North Lancashire and South Cumbria. A combination of events
slowly moved our property search northwards and we eventually ended up at Bolton Low Houses near
Wigton where we will have been for a year by the end of March.
My dream garage will probably be considered to be quite mundane in many respects as I’ve always believed it’s best not to want things you can’t either afford or afford to fix, so apologies if it’s not too exotic but I’ll have a go anyway.
1. The Little Deuce

Coupe

Back in the early sixties we lived in Eccles on the outskirts of Manchester and our neighbours had relatives in
Michigan. My brother was a bit sweet on their daughter
who was about his age and they went out when they visited. The Beatles were, of course, all the rage and in
1964 she sent him over an LP record of, who were at the
time, America’s West Coast answer to the Beatles. It
was the Beach Boys Little Deuce Coupe album and this
car was featured as the album cover picture. To an 11
year old to whom the most exciting cars at the time
were the Ford Cortina Mk 1 and the Mini, the picture of
this car was totally mind blowing. The car was built by
a chap called Clarence Catallo around 1960 and featured in “Hot Rod” magazine in 1961. It has recently been restored to it’s former glory. I still think to this day that this is one of the most iconic
American Hot Rods ever built and although it breaks my rules I would love to own it.
2. 1953 MG TD
Back in the mid to late sixties my sister in law’s
sister was married to a chap who had a TD. I
thought it was great, a real fighter pilot’s car. I
was a lot younger then. However, I have always
liked the T series cars and think that they are the
archetypal between the wars British sports car
which could be classed as affordable if you had a
decent job. I think it would be really nice to have
a 1953 model as it would be the same age as me
and I think there’s something nice about that.
3. Vauxhall Firenza HP “Droop snoot”
By the time I got to university things were getting much more
varied on the UK motoring scene. I had particularly liked the
styling of the HB Viva’s that Vauxhall had brought out in the
second half of the sixties but could never afford to buy one.
However, when this beast was revealed in 1973 it just seemed
totally radical, looked the business and was introduced to the
public with a model specific race series. They were only available in one colour Silver Starfire and I just thought they looked
the business and with 130 horse power on tap I thought they
would be really great fun to drive.
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4. Triumph TR7
When we got married in 1976 I had a Mk1 Ford Escort
van which was our only transport for the first 18 months
of married life. We lived in a little town called Stowmarket in a small, newly built, terraced house which we just
scraped the mortgage for. Our next door neighbour was a
car salesman with Henlys in Ipswich who were the local
Triumph and Rover dealers. In the late spring of 1977 he
came home one day in a bright green, brand new TR7
which was quite rare at the time, but it was to be his company car for a few weeks. It had the green tartan interior
and was a fixed head coupe. At the time I really liked it,
thought it looked really futuristic and far more radical
than anything coming out of BL, Ford or Vauxhall. I still have a soft spot for these cars despite the
poor opinion that some members of the Triumph owners clubs seem to have and it might just be an
itch that I am going to have to scratch one day, preferably in Inca yellow.
5. Porsche 968 Club Sport
I have owned my 1987 944 for 10 years now and still get
tremendous enjoyment from it. It’s a fantastic touring car,
is extremely practical to live with, can be pretty much
maintained at home without the need for special tools,
provided you use a little ingenuity, and can still keep up
with and pass most modern traffic. The handling of the
944 has been acclaimed by many reviewers over the years
as the pretty much perfect 25% per wheel weight distribution combined with a great chassis design delivers extremely confidence inspiring handling. The 968 was the ultimate evolution of the 924, 944 concept
and according to many people more knowledgeable than myself is the best handling chassis ever designed by Porsche. There is no dependence on electronics to get the handling characteristics it is just
excellent mechanical design. The Club Sport version of the 968 with it’s lighter weight is considered
to be the best version of the 968 for those who like to drive the cars, rather than polish the badges. I
was lucky enough to have a passenger ride with Ollie Jackson the BTCC driver a few years ago
around Snetterton and apart from the race rubber and the usual safety gear the car was essentially an
ex factory 968 Club Sport. It was a bit of a Wow moment and I thought then that if I should ever bite
the bullet and move my 944 on, then it would only be to replace it with a 968 and preferably a Club
Sport if I could get one at the right price.
6. BMW Z3
My final choice is a car which Maggy and I have already
owned. We went to the cinema in late 1997 to watch the
James Bond film “Goldeneye” which featured the Z3 for a
short while. Maggy saw it and really liked it so early in 1998 I
thought it would be nice to get her one, a nice bright red one,
which I thought was the best colour. I really liked the aesthetics of the design, it harked back to what I would describe as
classic British sports car proportions with the long bonnet,
short boot and nearly sitting over the back axle. We had to
wait nearly 18 months after ordering the car before having it
delivered and we were approached twice by the dealer to see
if we wanted to sell our place in the queue for it. The dealer even offered to sell it for us for a profit
before we’d had it 2 weeks, demand was so much higher than supply. We really enjoyed that car,
Maggy used it as a daily and we had great fun at weekends and on trips throughout the UK and
France. We sold the car in 2003 to buy an Audi TT convertible but although it was very nice it just
never had the same feel as the BMW. I’m not a great BMW fan but I really liked the Z3, still look at
adverts for them and wouldn’t be at all surprised if one ended up on my driveway again.
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Well that was it then, nothing spectacularly exotic, and only one that is truly beyond reach. The last
5 are cars I regularly look at “on line” and always manage to put off buying, usually because a little
voice in my ear likes to remind me that we already have several cars already, but then ladies, cars
are just like shoes and handbags, you can never really have enough, can you?
I for one am very impressed with Geoff's cycling past; I'd never have guessed, which all goes to
show.
It's refreshing also that someone should pick some very 'down to earth' cars; I always fancied a
TR7, particularly in V8 guise, after having the privilege of meeting Tony Pond, whilst working in
the Isle of Man.....a smashing bloke, by the way.
Next month, I'm hoping for some nice MG's to redress the balance; I've asked the legendary Graeme Forrester to pick his six.
MIchael Marsland

Autotest Championship Gains a Sponsor!
We are delighted to announce that are popular
autotest championship has a sponsor. Many
thanks to Phil Hodgson for his support. There
will be overall and class awards so keep up with
the points that we will publish regularly in Start
Line!

Race Suits & Helmets
A number of people have asked me recently about how to start to compete in sprints or hillc limbs
but have been put off because you must have a suitable helmet, fireproof suit, and fireproof gloves.
The cost of a helmet is about £240, a entry level 2 piece suit is £250 to £300 and gloves £45 so a
serious outlay just to test the water.
There must be dozens of people who have packed in motorsport and have the correct specification
equipment sitting in their houses and garages unused or people who have upgraded to better suits
and helmets either for fashion reasons or possibly have a new sponsor with different logo.
If you have some equipment that you do not need why not place an advert in the club mag and have
a clear out because speed equipment tends to have a “life” after when it is of no use to anyone other
than maybe a track day where any helmet will do. 3 piece suits with FIA approval on them I am told
have not yet been outlawed or given and end of “Life” date.
My suit is a 3 layer 2007 one and a scrutineer told me last year it was OK for the foreseeable future
but does anyone know if this has altered recently.
I thought it might even be an idea for the club to buy up some surplus equipment from members and
either loan it out or charge members a hire fee.
Let the committee know if you have surplus equipment and your thoughts about my suggestion.
Graeme may be able to enlighten us as to current guide lines and specifications as he is a member of
the MSA hillclimb committee.
Keith Thomas.
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M Sport, building tomorrows “Historic cars” today.
ony North is one of the world’s best motorsport photographers whose images have been used in top
motoring publications for over forty years. When he decided it was time he checked out what was
happening at M Sport again it was suggested I might like to accompany him and put some text to his
photos, it took all of two seconds to decide “Yes”.
A former photographer for his local newspaper in Morecambe, Tony was covering beauty contests,
bonny baby competitions, local football, rugby and suchlike. His Eureka moment was when Tony
Mason PR guy for Morecambe Car Club asked him if he would cover the local “Illuminations Rally”
which was a Motoring News championship event, one of the best events in the country.
So good were these images that Motoring News
and other publications clambered for them. He
received commissions to cover other events
which took up all his holidays, in due course he
had used up all his holidays so had a dilemma as
what to do. When Colin Taylor productions offered him a job as a freelance photographer covering the not only the Castrol Autosport championship for Castrol but other events including
world championship rallies for the likes of Marlboro cigarettes he took the plunge, went full time
and never looked back.
In the early 1970s he was still covering local
motorsport and became aware of a number of Cumbrian drivers contesting the dearth of forest events
in those days and also heard of a young lad who was occasionally doing rallies sitting in the back seat
of a Cortina MK2 rally car. He wasn’t the navigator but a rear seat passenger on such tough rallies as
the Jim Clark, Lindsifarne, events often using the notorious Kielder forests and Otterburn tank ranges.
.
Before he was old enough to drive this young lad was actually navigating on these rallies. Still only
sixteen he built a Ford Anglia 105e rally car 159EYN with a 1500cc Cortina GT engine, twin 40DCOE carbs, Koni shockers and such equipment, this was entered in the Tour of Cumbria rally. Being
unable to drive the car due to his age he needed to ask someone to drive it. Fortunately he asked me.
It was being a passenger with my wife and I rallying our Cortina that helped spark his interest in rallying.
The Anglia went really well and was up on the leader board until a head gasket blew and had to be
retired having almost completed the rally. This disappointment was one of the earliest character
building lessons that rallying teaches you. The young lad was Malcolm Wilson.
His motorsport career had started, he understood navigation, planning, he serviced for us on rallies
such as the Scottish International, my co-driver by this time was often his Dad who I teamed up with
and we enjoyed rallying together for a number of years. In 1972 his dad bought a new body shell and
we all helped build a new car BRM730K which I drove on
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the 72 Scottish although I kept my own Cortina OHH756G so that sometimes we drove our own cars
on more local events, I with my wife Carol, Ken with various navigators.
In 1974 I drove another Escort UHH709J with a 1600 BDA engine in the RAC rally in November, a
year that snow, ice and rain made life really difficult for the service crews. Malcolm and the other
lads did a great job even rebuilding the car between stages after I rolled it doing substantial damage
on stage one. In fact they did such a good job we even managed to win the Clubman’s section, the
biggest prize being a free guaranteed entry in the 1975 RAC as well as some lovely glassware. Malcolm continued to help build our Escorts in the garage and service them on rallies; he knew those
cars inside out.
On one rally in Keilder I broke the rear axle of my Cortina with Malcolm again in the back seat. After the rally had passed our service lads came in and we changed the axle so I let Malcolm drive the
Cortina the several miles to the finish. At that time stages could be twenty or even thirty miles long
especially in Keilder. He was a superb young driver and loved sliding the car sideways through the
forest, a skill we became so used to seeing in the years to come.
Before his 17th birthday Malcolm acquired the body shell of BRM 730K the car we had built and
used for the 1972 Scottish, he stripped it down, completely rebuilt the car then shortly after passing
his driving test he was out competing. Using a 1300cc engine, out of eight starts he had three class
wins and three seconds finishing all eight events. Mum Pearl was equally as hard working as the rest
of the team, making meals for innumerable people, going for parts, feeding us on rallies. At times
she just “happened to be parked” at some way out obscure location just when we may be a touch low
on fuel or in need of a coffee or a spare wheel or two. Pearl is still heavily involved in the local motor club and motorsport even today.
Malcolm went on to have a brilliant career as a “works” driver, then again as a privateer when
works teams pulled out before going on to run his own team under the banner of” Malcolm Wilson
Motorsport, later still he started M Sport. He could run these businesses so successfully because he
had all the skills required, whether building, servicing, managing, driving, navigating or financial
negotiations; he had mastered the lot during his formative years, none more important than the aptitude for financial negotiating.
“Success breeds Success”. This well
known saying is certainly very true at M
Sport, based at the magnificent facilities
Malcolm has created at Dovenby Hall the
estate he bought on the very edge of the
Lake District. On the day of our visit we
gazed at the impressive view, the snow
covered mountains with the sun blazing
down from a bright blue sky; it was a
very attractive scene indeed. Many motorsport enthusiasts would find an equally attractive scene inside the vast workshops where the WRC cars were being
prepared for Rally Mexico. Those of Mr
Ogier and Mr Tanak were sporting the
very appropriate registration numbers
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WRC1 and WRC2; normally “Works” cars produced at Dovenby have Cumbrian PX registrations.
Also in the workshop were a vast number of other Fiesta R5 4Wheel Drive cars being built for customers on what is virtually a production line. The team are building these state of the art cars at the
rate of one per week under normal circumstances although at the time of our visit two cars needed
to be completed by the end of the working week so pressure was on to meet the deadline.
Since the R5 4WD class was introduced in 2013, orders for 218 cars have been taken from customers. The cars we saw being assembled were chassis numbers 206 and 210, the ones in between
these two having already been completed, the team are still working on forward sold orders such is
the demand for them. These workshops are so busy there is no room to build any 2 Wheel Drive
cars at all, these have to be assembled in M Sports other facilities at Poland I gather as so many R5
4WDs and Bentley race cars which they run for Bentley are being worked on.
The reason M Sport is so busy building new rally cars is pretty easy to understand when you consider all the facts. This class of rally car has a maximum price of £180,000 fixed by the FIA. If you
had enough money to buy such a car would you really want to go anywhere else? Here you can buy
a car from the company that designed and developed the R5 4WD cars using the world’s most advanced research and design facility; cars have been tested and proved by world champion drivers.
You need a spares package, technical back up and guaranteed continuity of parts for the future, for
this you need a company with the appropriate stores, vast financial backing and stability, who else
but M-Sport could provide this?
This highly respected team have been in business for such a long time producing vehicles with such
proven pedigree and provenance that if you sold the car in a few years time you may even make a
profit looking at the current value of genuine “Works Built” rally cars. Even replica MK2 Escorts
bring crazy money, genuine “works” ones are at stratospheric levels.
One very interesting feature at M
Sport was a large world map showing the locations of all the sold cars,
this was really fascinating. Europe,
America, Far East, Middle East,
Australia, Scandinavia to name but a
few places but two appeared to be
dots in the middle of vast oceans
with no land mass anywhere near. I
think one was Ascension Island and
the other one I just didn’t have a clue
I’m afraid but one thing certain it
would be a long ferry journey to
each rally if the car was actually kept
there.
Modern rallying is like F1; vast numbers of staff go out to each event worldwide to maintain both the cars and people in top form. Each
car has its lead engineer liaising with the driver and in charge of a team of mechanical and electrical
engineers, transmission and tyre specialists, computer and weather experts. To keep the crews in top
condition it requires personal trainers, chefs, PR and media people and very importantly the hard
working hospitality staff that look after the VIPs in this very commercially focused sport.

19

When a WRC team goes to a rally a
fleet of massive articulated trucks,
trailers, mini buses and a hospitality
unit needs to go too. The hospitality
unit can double or treble in size like a
child’s transformer toy so that chefs
can look after VIPs as they watch the
cars being fettled as required in service
areas. What a difference to the days
when Malcolm first started rallying,
pre event planning involved little other
than deciding which lay bys, suitable
garages or car parks we could service
in, this being long before service areas
were designated. No pace notes or recceing was allowed, if anyone broke the rules disqualification was the penalty.
In 1977 after the birth of our first child I packed in rally driving as I couldn’t afford it but I occasionally serviced or was lucky enough to co- drive for Malcolm when he won the British Rally
Championship sponsored by Total Oil in an ex “Works” MK2 Escort HHJ701N
Malcolm’s first service vehicles were a Bedford CF van with some form of extra seat bolted in the
back, I can’t even remember if that seat had safety belts at that time, the other was a Granada estate.
These were replaced by the ultimate service vehicle of those days, a left hand drive, second hand
Ford twin wheel Transit that had previously been a Ford Works service vehicle for Roger Clark, Ari
Vatanen and other works drivers. Powered by a 3 litre V6 petrol engine this was as fast as some of
the smaller rally cars back in the late 1970s when driven with let’s just say a certain “verve” by top
class mechanic Davy Nelson of Carlisle.
I well remember being one of the service crews for Malcolm on the 1980 Scottish International, his
dad and I were parked alongside Loch Lomond when Dealer Team Vauxhalls service van pulled up
and said “you had better go back to the stage Malcolm has had an accident”, no mobile phones in
those days but Dealer Team Vauxhall had short wave radio’s. Sure enough Malcolm had really had
a massive accident when the front offside wheel dropped into a culvert with a very solid concrete
buttress that pushed the OSF suspension and pedals right back smashing both his ankles giving him
tremendous pain. He was lying in an incredible 2nd equal place with Markku Alen at the time, what
a shame; he was having a brilliant drive until then.
The ambulance took him to Inverness hospital where the skilled surgeons had to put pins in his
smashed ankles a job they did many times a year being close to the ski centres of Scotland. These
pins remained in for 17 months until they were removed but both ankles gave him trouble for many
years.
Things have moved on unbelievably since then. Getting the whole M Sport team to European events
is challenging enough with ferries, customs, permits for goods being exported then re-imported, hotels, flights and everything else to contend with but just imagine all the extra hassle and work getting the whole show to Mexico which was happening at the time of our visit.
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Firstly the cars have to be flown out in special cages as hold luggage in the same way your suitcases
are transported. To achieve this cars are packed into cages and put into the holds of large planes by
fork lift trucks. These cages are only just big enough to accommodate the cars but the boot spoilers
and other parts have to be removed then packed inside the car. This is no mean feat in itself with the
roll cage having a complex arrangement of struts and diagonal tubes as you can imagine.
These planes don’t fly directly to Mexico City but were flying first to Atlanta so imagine all the additional paperwork required for America before another flight down to Mexico City. When eventually
the circus arrives at the final destination the service park and hospitality unit has to be set up and the
cars removed from their cages, spoilers re fitted then thoroughly checked over to ensure everything
still works and performs as it should.
After that there is only the business of getting on and winning the rally or putting their cars on the
podium in as high a position as possible. The snag here preventing a win or a podium is the efforts of
vast global car manufacturer’s intent on occupying those same podium positions. I never comprehended how much more difficult it was to contest an event like Mexico rather than say the Monte
Carlo Rally, its mind blowingly more difficult.
Congratulations to M Sport, best wishes for the future they all well deserve the success which is entirely due to the vision, determination technical and financial acumen of its founder Malcolm Wilson.
We have all enjoyed looking at Tony’s photos over the years; they have been featured in every magazine imaginable. I love the one of HHJ701N when I was co-driving for Malcolm on the York Motor
Clubs Raylor Rally in 1979 in the Castrol Autosport championship an event he won by an astounding 4 minutes. Malcolm won the British Rally championship that year with some brilliant drives, in
the ex “Works “ Escort which was a superb car. Tony has followed Malcolm’s progress over many
years, as a youngster Malcolm’s style was exciting, exuberant some would even say wild, but he was
a great subject and gave Tony some fantastic pictures. He was impressed by Malcolm in those days;
he has returned many times and after looking around M Sport again he was even more impressed.
The saying “Success breeds Success” Malcolm has proved is very true on countless occasions it’s
there for all to see at Dovenby. The trophy room has all the tangible trophies of that success and the
private museum contains many of the most successful cars that won those glittering trophies. A win
on the Monte and two podium positions in Sweden have been a great start to 2017; I hope it continues
for the rest of the season and on to a very bright future for this fantastic team.
Keith Thomas.
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Forgotten Marques
Dellow
Dellow cars were made in a factory at Alvechurch, near Birmingham, England between
1949 and 1956.
Dellow Motors Ltd was started by Ken Delingpole and Ron Lowe to produce road-going
sports cars for the enthusiast to use in trials,
rallies and hill-climbs.
A small number of very early cars used Austin
7 chassis as per Ron Lowe's special, FUY 374.
The other prototypes included OP 3835 owned
by Earl "Mick" Heighway, HAB 245 (Eric
Penn) CAB 282 (Lewis Tracey) and EDE 384
(Merrick). From 1950, with scrap Austin 7's in short supply, an 1172cc Ford 10 engine was utilised in
an A-frame chassis with a very light tubular steel framework welded to the chassis and panelled in
aluminium, early cars having no doors. The chassis frames were made partly from government surplus chrome-molybdenum rocket tubes, the rockets being RP3 types as used by Hawker Typhoon and
Bristol Beaufighter aircraft.
The design emphasis was on light weight and a rearward weight bias for trials. Many sporting awards
were won by drivers of Dellow cars in the early 1950s, not only in trials but also in other events such
as driving tests and hillclimbs. Dellows also took overall honours in the MCC organised Daily Express National Rally and the Circuit of Ireland Rally. Dellow drivers often shone in other forms of
motor sport, Tony Marsh from Kinver went on to become RAC Hill Climb Champion on no less than
6 occasions. Peter Collins from Kidderminster, later drove for HWM, BRM and Vanwall, then for
Ferrari.
Dellow styling was created by Lionel Evans at his
Radpanels coachbuilding business in Kidderminster.
The car evolved through several variants known as
Mk I to Mk V. Early cars had the Ford beam front
axle with transverse spring and short Panhard rod,
quarter elliptics at the rear and Andre Hartford friction dampers all round. The Ford torque-tube was
suitably shortened and the vast majority of cars used
the 3-speed Ford gearbox but a very small number
of cars (KOX 300 being one of them) were produced to customer order with a 4 speed gearbox,
from the 10M series Morris.
The Ford E93A engines were mildly tuned and
many used twin SU's on a cast alloy 'Dellow' manifold. However, as an option the factory also offered the car with a Wade-Ventor (Roots type) supercharger installation. The MkII saw the introduction of a new and much more robust rear chassis section with coil springs, separate telescopic shock absorbers and a Panhard rod. This stiffer chassis allowed doors to become an optional fitting. The Mk V version was derived from the "Lightweight"
Dellow (WRF 81) constructed by Tony Marsh for speed events in 1954. It saw coil springs introduced at the front (over telescopic dampers) although still with a one-piece Ford beam axle. About
300 Dellows in total are believed to have been constructed.
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A new company, Dellow Engineering,
based in Oldbury near Birmingham produced a Mk VI - often incorrectly quoted
as having a glass fibre body, it too was in

2017 Club Championships – Summary End of March
Club Championship Overall
1.
2.
3.
4.
5=
5=
7.
8.
9.
10.

Rob Iveson
Angus Cowan
Chris Hunter
Craig Stamper
Ron Palmer
Fiona Tyson
Drew Mclean
Peter Wright
Maggy Bateman
Stuart Moﬀat

FWD PCA Championship
61 pts
54 pts
50 pts
49 pts
45 pts
45 pts
43 pts
42 pts
41 pts
40 pts

1.
2.
3.

Phil Hodgson
Peter Wright
Craig Stamper

46 pts
25 pts
25 pts

RWD PCA Championship
1.
2.
3.

Angus Cowan
Ron Palmer
Ian Cowan

50 pts
48 pts
42 pts

Ladies Club Championship
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fiona Tyson
Maggy Bateman
Jacqui Raine
Mary Parsons
Lisa Thornton

Specials Autotest Championship

45 pts
41 pts
37 pts
30 pts
24 pts

1.
2.
3.

Murray Walker
Stuart Moﬀat
Gordon Glendinning

Autotest Championship Overall

Marshals Championship

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Peter Wright
Rob Iveson
Stuart Moﬀat

42 pts
41 pts
40 pts

FWD Autotest Championship
1.
2.
3.

Stephen Dixon
Peter Wright
Jack Palmer

25 pts
25 pts
24 pts

RWD Autotest Championship
1.
2.

John Sloan
John Holliday

48 pts
47 pts

3.

Geoﬀ Bateman

44 pts
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Graeme Forrester
Maggy Bateman
Mary Parsons
Steve Palmer
Eddie Parsons
Geoﬀ Bateman
Marion Sloan
Fiona Tyson
Nancy Moﬀat
Duncan KelleG

25 pts
25 pts
24 pts

55 pts
40 pts
40 pts
35 pts
30 pts
25 pts
20 pts
20 pts
20 pts
20 pts

Wigton Motor Club held their autotest training day for newcomers’ to the sport on March 19th at the
Maryport Business centre and it attracted some 15 new drivers including several juniors.
The day started with a coffee and then a short talk and PowerPoint presentation on the types of autotests, rules and regulations and how to organise one. Then the drivers assembled on the test site
where two straight forward tests were set out and practice runs were supervised by experienced drivers. The smooth and wet concrete surface made for an ideal environment for learning how to slide a
car at relatively slow speeds.
Lunch and some further discussion followed before the drivers were allowed to do six runs at each of
the tests to count for the results. By the end of the day all the drivers had really improved their
driving and were keep to enter the next event in April.
All the drivers who completed the course received a certificate and the awards were: 1st Overall:
Geoff Rae; 1st Novice, Craig Stamper; 1st Newcomer: Phil Hodgson; 1st Lady; Kate Moffat.
Wigton Motor Club are also pleased to announce that their Autotest Championship will be sponsored
by HPE Construction.

Pos

TOTAL

1

Geoff Rae

415

2

Craig Stamper

439

3

Phil Hodgson

449

4

Sam Trotter

513

5

Paul Hodgson

530

6

Ian Giles

557

7

Kate Moffat

586

8

Jan Geirgill

592

9

Simon Sjenitzer

612

10

John Hodgson

613
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Inside The Industry
The debate over what fuel will power our cars and commercial vehicles in the future is becoming
ever more intense.
Taking diesel first there is no doubt now that customers are beginning to lose confidence in this fuel.
There is widespread concern that tax levels on diesel cars will rise soon, and that tolls for taking
them into large cities will also increase. We are certainly seeing low miles customers who live in or
around major conurbations switching to petrol, although business customers running high miles
fleets remain diesel fans. In his recent budget the Chancellor said that he expects to reveal changes
to the taxation of diesel cars in the Autumn, which can only lead to months of uncertainty.
So far this year petrol new car sales in the UK are up 7.9%, diesel down 5.9% with petrol now outselling diesel for the first time for a long time. The same is happening in Europe, particularly Northern Europe.
Meanwhile sales of Alternative Fuel Vehicles (AFVs) in the UK are rising strongly. Numbers are
still small, just over 4% of total sales, but 27% above last year. As more AFVs become available,
prices reduce, and in particular the effective range of electric cars improves this trend will only
build.
As my regular reader is aware I’m a believer in hydrogen rather than electric. There are currently
two major problems with hydrogen cars. Firstly there are very few available, although more will be
launched this year and next. Secondly there are currently only about half a dozen hydrogen refuelling points in the whole of the UK. The number of refuelling points will double by the middle of this
year and in addition there will be two separate facilities in London and Aberdeen specifically for
bus fleets. The Department for Transport has now allocated £23M specifically to encourage the use
of hydrogen vehicles, and it’s expected that this will be used largely to provide more hydrogen refuelling points.
Hydrogen cars are refuelled from a pump just like a petrol one so refuelling takes minutes, and have
a range of around 300 miles. And of course thousands of filling stations already exist to dispense
petrol and diesel, so a large part of the infrastructure is already there. Hydrogen tanks need to be installed alongside the existing petrol and diesel ones.
So my bet is that diesel will decline, hopefully in a controlled and orderly manner to protect the interests of those who have been encouraged by the government to switch to that fuel. Petrol will take
over but electric, and finally hydrogen, will eventually become the norm.
The consequences are far reaching affecting everyone from the major oil companies to car dealerships. The latter because electric and hydrogen cars need far less servicing, and servicing is where
dealers make their money.
Meanwhile Tesla are seeking to raise $1.1 Billion from banks and investors to fund getting their
£30000 Model 3 into production later this year. They have 400,000 pre orders for the car which even
given their forecasts is over 18 months’ production. So far in 14 years Tesla have never made a profit, losses were $674M last year and the company is currently burning through $230M of cash every
month. Looks like an amazing success or a spectacular crash in on the cards?
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Toyota announce Good News for The UK
Brexit and the takeover of Vauxhall by Peugeot/Citroen have made thing very uncertain for vehicle
manufacturing in the UK. I certainly believe that the Vauxhall plant at Ellesmere Port will close in a
few years’ time, and the Luton van factory has an uncertain future. Therefore it was particularly
heartening to see Toyota announce a £240M investment in its Derbyshire car production facility.
Toyota did however warn that continued tariff and barrier free access to the European market was
vital to future investment in the UK.
I still believe that this will be achieved simply because the German manufacturers sell so many of
their cars in the UK and will not allow their politicians to spoil this very lucrative trade,
Rural Customers Drive On Line Car Buying
15% of all retail spending is now online, and of course this is increasing all the time. For people
who live in remote areas the figure is far higher because they are some distance from major retail
centres. For a long time it was thought that consumers wouldn’t be willing to buy a car without seeing, touching and driving it. But 25% of buyers are already saying they are happy to buy a car
“remotely”. For those living in areas like the Scottish Highlands and West Wales the proportion of
cars being bought online is more than 10 times higher than in the big cities. It’s still a small percentage, but increasing all the time.
Drivers Still Confused By New Road Tax Rules
With big changes coming to road tax charges on April 1st all the signs are that customers still haven’t grasped the details. However many have said that they will do whatever they can to avoid what
they see as just another tax that bears no relation to expenditure on our roads (see below). So many
will buy a used, near-new, or pre registered car instead of a brand new one. And 23% will now consider an electric or hybrid car that will still be charged zero road tax under the new rules. So whilst I
have no doubt that March will see record new car registrations, times could get a lot harder from
April onwards for a little while.
VW Continue To Suffer In The US and UK
VW have admitted conspiracy to commit fraud, obstruction of justice, and sale of goods by false
statement at a hearing in Detroit. They pleaded guilty on all counts. This as part of a deal with the US
Government to pay a $2.8 Billion fine and a further $1.5 Billion civil penalty on top of previous civil
settlements with customers and dealers that could total more than £20 Billion. Staggering admissions and staggering financial numbers.
One result of all this is that senior VW executives are avoiding travel to the US. One has already
been arrested when he was travelling back from holiday in Cuba via Miami, and he remains in custody.
Whilst VW continues to suffer very serious financial consequences Porsche have brought them some
relief by posting record financial results. Porsche increased its sales by 3.6% but profits by 13.9% to
£3.4 billion. That must make Porsche the most profitable car manufacturer in the world on % margin,
no surprise when you look at their price list.
The British Government is having a go at VW too. VW GB had agreed to pay £1.1 Million for tests
being carried out determine exact emissions figures on their cars. The Government think they should
pay the £900,000 it has cost to test other manufacturers. Cars “as it was VW’s actions that cast doubt
on the integrity of the whole industry”. VW are currently refusing to pay. Paul Willis, Managing Director of VW GB staggered MPs when he told the House of Commons Transport committee that VW
“had not misled customers in any way.” Whilst being “economical with the truth” is not unknown in
the Palace of Westminster, this statement is simply breath taking.
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UK Roads Worse Than Oman’s
Going back to the increased Road Tax levels it was reported recently that UK roads are in worse condition than in many other developed countries despite us having the highest taxes on motoring. We
rank 27th in the World for road quality, behind Holland, Japan, France, USA, Germany, France, Spain
– and Oman.
Meanwhile another study has shown that Britain’s roads are the most congested in Western Europe.
So looks like we’re being seriously short changed for the taxes we pay?
7.22 AM
Off industry subjects again, I read recently that a University of Westminster study had concluded that
the healthiest time to wake up every morning is 7.22 AM. (How do they work these things out?).
That precise time is a special one to every true motor sport enthusiast, so an amazing coincidence I
thought. No prizes but an honourable mention next month for the first reader to email and tell me why
7.22 am is important in motor sport history.
Paul Gilligan
pg@gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk
www.gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk
07785 293222

Wigton Motor Club

Cumbria Classic & Motorsport Show
Sunday, 20th August
11 am un)l 4.30 pm
Dalemain

Rally Car Feature Display
Around 700 Classic Cars and One Make Clubs,
Autotes)ng and Motorsport displays
Autojumble and trade stands; Cars for sale area, Go Motorsport,

Entry forms for vehicles , clubs and trade stands
are now on the website.
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Andy’s Armchair
I was sad to hear that John Surtees has died particularly as he passed away with out the knighthood
that everyone in motorsport knew he deserved.
As everyone knows he started his career on motorcycles actually riding sidecar on his father's grass
track combination as early as 1949. His solo career included 4 500cc world championships 3 350
world championships before he converted to four wheels after having been encouraged to do so by
Mike Hawthorn and Tony Vandervell, who he'd known for a long time through Vandervells Norton
links before he left to build his Vanwall F1 cars.
His single seater career started on 19th March 1960 when he raced Ken Tyrell's Cooper Austin Formula Junior car at Goodwood. This event showed that his prodigious talent on two wheels had converted effortlessly to four when he ran Jim Clark very close in a works Lotus and actually beat Trevor Taylor, Clark's team-mate, who was also on his way to Formula 1.
Always running at the sharp end of Grand Prix his championship came at Mexico in 1964 where a
second place finish was enough to claim the top spot, beating Clark who had had a season plagued
by unreliability. He was also Can-Am champion in 1966 racing all over the world in F1,F2 and
sports cars. Most of the classic tracks in Europe and North America were visited that year and he
even found time to turn up at Croft on the 14th of August to win the Wills Trophy race - seems out
of place when seeing the likes of Monte Carlo, Monza, Watkins Glen, Laguna Seca and Spa listed
in his 1966 racing record. On top of racing he was very much a hands on engineer being heavily
involved in the development of the Lola T 70 a car which has remained extremely popular in Historic racing right through to current times,
so popular in fact they're still being built to original specification. His links through Eric Broadley
and Lola also led to the reintroduction of Aston Martin to Le Mans in 1967 in a car which had he
been given a more reliable engine would have been a serious contender for overall victory. The
same year, again with the help of Lola, he convinced Honda to enter the F1 scene and repaid their
faith with one !st, two 3rd and 4th and a 6th, if only McLaren could do the same this year the Honda heirachy would be on cloud nine.
After establishing his own F1 and F2 operations he built solid if not outstanding cars running comfortably in mid field places in Grand Prix. F2 was more successful leading to a European, which
basically meant world, championship in 1972.
Towards the end of his life tragedy struck when his son was killed at Brands Hatch in 2009 when
hit on the head by an errant wheel from someone else's accident. Rather than give up and lose interest he redoubled his efforts and combining Buckmore Park Kart track with the Henry Surtees Foundation he was able to fund assistance for people suffering accident injuries and also provide opportunities for youngsters to develop their capabilities.
My last memory of him was at Donington Park in 2015 when he was busy signing autographs with
proceeds going to the above charity. During the lunch interval he was reunited with his Can Am
Lola and did several demonstration laps. The commentator joked they'd refused him a helmet as if
he'd had one on he'd have seen the red mist and started to "push". Well I can tell you, 81or not, and
with no helmet while waving to the crowd he was still going a good deal quicker than a high percentage of those supposedly racing on that day.
Ends
AA
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What’s On
WMC events and other events of interest
April
9th

Su

Seagull Autotest

16th

Su

Rowrah Speed Test Day

17th

Mon

DDMC Sprint at Croft

23rd

Su

Drive It Day

29/30

BDMC Berwick Classic (Gates round 2)

May
3rd

W

Pub Run

10th

W

Grass Autotest at Blackbeck

13/14th

Ingliston Revival

19-21st

Gaelic Gallop

Visit the Facebook page for the latest news or the webpage at
www.wigtonmc.co.uk
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